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A happy New Year to our 
readers and advertisers 


THE end of the old year and the 
beginning of a new year... a time 
traditionally for most of us to take 
stock: to ponder careers, relation¬ 
ships, waistlines - and everything in 
between - and decide to make 
changes. 

We will start out with good 
intentions and by the start of 
February most of us will have given 
up our new job search, settled back 
into the familiar routine, or spent a 
fortune on new trainers that will 
gather dust in the bottom of the 
wardrobe. 

We all do it and, with the pace of 
modern life, it is all too easy to come 
up with an excuse to fall off the 
wagon - ‘I haven’t had the time’ or ‘I 
was going to do it but...’. 

That is not to say, a yearly review 
of the way we live our life is a bad 
thing. 

It should really be encouraged as 
we look to prepare for the seasons 


ahead and their promise of growth, 
light and rebirth. 

It is what we look at that is 
important - and I recall the words of 
a relative who was always telling me 
to ‘do as you would be done by’. 

It really would be a better world if 
we all treated everyone else how we 
would like to be treated ourselves. 

Having a little respect for other 
people and realising that we are not 
the centre of the universe may not 
cure all the world’s ills - but it’s not a 
bad place to start. 

And who knows, by doing so we 
may end up getting the job we 
always wanted, or may make 
ourselves happier or become the 
person we’d like to be. 

And finally, we’d like to wish our 
readers and advertisers a happy and 
prosperous new year. Thank you for 
your continued support and let’s 
hope 2016 brings you everything 
you could wish for... 


■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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The Citan, Vito and Sprinter 

0%APR 



Mercedes-Benz Vans. 

The only thing added is value 

Finance offers supporting your business in more ways than one. 





Mercedes-Benz Sparshatts Of Kent 

Vans. Born to run. 01795 479571 


Offer available at participating Mercedes-Benz Commercial Vehicle Dealers only and is subject to availability. See your local participating Dealer for details. Please call 0845 602 4321 to find your nearest participating Dealer. 
*Finance for BUSINESS USERS ONLY. Vehicles shown for illustrative purposes only. 0% APR Representative and £250.00 finance deposit contribution available on Hire Purchase only. Minimum 20% deposit of list price (plus VAT of 
total transaction price). Maximum term of 36 months only. 2015 Vito Urban models excluded. Option pack only available on Sprinter 2 and Sprinter 3 Series. VAT is charged at the prevailing rate. Credit provided subject to status. 
Offer is subject to terms and conditions. Vehicles must be registered between 01/10/2015 and 31/12/2015. Finance provided by Mercedes-Benz Financial Services UK Ltd, MK15 8BA. f Cost is based on 3 services over a 36 month 
Service Care contract. Prices exclusive of 20% VAT. 
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Have your say on police 
£5 council tax increase 

Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


POLICE and crime commissioner 
Ann Barnes has launched a 
consultation on raising the average 
family’s council tax by £5 a year, 
after it was announced Kent 
Police’s grant from the government 
will be cut by more than half a per 
cent next year. 

The funding cut from central 
government comes after chancellor 
George Osborne promised to 
protect police funding in the 
Autumn Statement. 

A rise in council tax would see 
those in Band D properties pay £5 
more a year in council tax. 

Police and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes said: “The overall 
position for force funding is much 
better than we thought, for which I 
am grateful. 

“However in the detail the 
government has cut the cash grant 
by .6 per cer cent. To my mind a 
cash grant next year that is less 
than this year’s settlement is a 
direct cut to funding, but it is a 
much better funding situation 
than we were expecting.” 

Earlier this month, Kent Police 



TAX HIKE : A £5 council tax increase could fund nearly fourty new armed response officers in Kent 


announced the need for 37 more 
armed response officers, as well as 
plans to use £3.5million of reserves 
to fund rising costs. 

Kent is in the bottom 10 forces in 
the country for council tax 
precepts, and has been given the 
option to raise council tax by 
government, with a consultation 
launched on Monday. 

It would take two years of 
council tax payments to fund the 
37 armed response officers. 


Ms Barnes explained: “We face 
emerging challenges such as child 
sexual exploitation and cyber¬ 
crime and there is the ongoing 
threat to public safety on our 
streets - we live in dangerous times 
and a terrorist attack in the UK 
remains highly likely. 

“The home secretary has, quite 
rightly, requested that all police 
forces increase their firearms officer 
numbers by 50 per cent and we 
cannot compromise on something 


as important as public safety. 

“I will use the money raised to 
boost the number of firearms 
officers on the payroll. 

“Kent is the border to Europe and 
I have a duty to make sure that the 
chief constable has the resources 
he needs to keep us as safe as 
possible in these difficult times.” 

The consultation will close on 
January 15, and is currently 
available to fill out at www. 
kent-pcc.gov.uk/take-part.html 


Trust earns millions from 
hospitals' patient parking 


£90million patient 
transport deal reached 
by Kent health groups 


HEALTH groups in Kent and 
Medway have secured a new patient 
transport service deal starting from 
next year - potentially providing 
some two million journeys. 

The service provides free transport 
for people whose medical condition 
means they cannot get to or from 
hospital in any other way. 

Three contracts will cover the 
following clinical commissioning 
groups in Kent: West Kent, Ashford, 
Canterbury and Coastal and Thanet. 

Currently the service is provided 
by NSL, and will run out on June 30 
next year, though drivers from NSL 
are being invited to cross to new 
service provider G4S. 

Over the six year contract, said to 
be worth £90million, nearly two 
million patient journeys are 
expected. 

The contract includes transporting 
Kent and Medway patients to and 
from London hospitals and trans¬ 
porting eligible Bexley and Bromley 
patients to and from Kent and 


Medway hospitals. 

Ian Ayres, chief officer for NHS 
West Kent Clinical Commissioning 
Group, said: “G4S are to provide 
non-emergency patient transport for 
eligible patients in Kent and Medway 
excluding Dartford and Gravesham 
NHS Trust; renal patients requiring 
dialysis; and Dartford and Grave- 
sham NHS Trust patients. 

“There were six bidders in all, 
several bidding for more than one 
contract. G4S came top on quality 
for all three contracts by a signifi¬ 
cant margin, and was lowest on 
price for one of them. 

“G4S has a good track record of 
delivering high-quality patient 
transport services across the 
country, including in London, Essex 
and Surrey. We look forward to 
working with them and with NSL to 
ensure a smooth transition.” 

All three contracts have been set 
up to run for six years with the 
option to extend by another three at 
the end of the contract. 


EAST Kent Hospitals Trust earns 
more than £3million a year from its 
parking charges, it was announced 
this week. 

The trust is among the highest 
earners in the country, and runs 
William Harvey, QE QM, Canter¬ 
bury, Buckland and Royal Victoria 
hospitals. 

An East Kent Hospitals Trust 
spokesman said: 1 ‘The total amount 


KENT’S rivers have been filled 
with more than 7,000 fish as part of 
a project by the Environment 
Agency. 

The River Medway now has 
1,000 more barbel and chub as 
scientists attempt to learn how to 
best protect local fish populations 
in the future. 

The Greater Stour near Ashford 
was filled with 6,000 new fish, to 


raised through car parking each 
year is combined income from 
the trust’s five hospital sites and 
is income from both staff and 
patients. 

‘ ‘In addition, the figure does not 
take account of operating costs and 
once these are deducted, all 
remaining income is put back into 
the hospital for patient care and 
experience.” 


replace the large number of 
recently killed fish. 

Joe Kitanosono, Environment 
Agency fisheries officer, said: ‘‘It’s 
great that we have been able to 
restock fish in Kent. 

‘ ‘The restocking of fish in the 
Stour will hopefully kick start the 
fish population following the 
devastating effects of a pollution 
incident.” 


Plenty of fish in our rivers 
following new EA project 
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Record year for Eurotunnel freight service 


EUROTUNNEL’S freight service reached record 
numbers this week, with 2015 seeing its highest ever 
level of freight traffic. 

This year, Le Shuttle Freight service has carried 
nearly 1.5million trucks between Folkestone and 
Coquelles. Last week, the service carried its 23 
millionth truck through the Channel Tunnel since 


commercial services started in 1994. 

Carrying around 1,464,880 trucks, the service has 
beaten its previous highest freight traffic record, set in 
2012, when 19million tonnes of freight was carried 
across through the Channel Tunnel. 

The service is set to introduce three new truck 
shuttles. 


Dream continues as 
park to stay open while 
company pays off debt 


Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


KENT’S own theme park, Dream¬ 
land, looks set to remain open as the 
company which runs it tries to pay 
back its near £3million debt. 

Earlier this month Sands Heritage 
Limited called a meeting of its credi¬ 
tors as it applied to the High Court 
for a Company Voluntary Adminis¬ 
tration (CVA) order. 

Following a meeting on Wednes¬ 
day, 98 per cent of the company’s 
creditors agreed to the CVA, which 
will see the company pay back its 
£2.9million debt in yearly instal¬ 
ments over the next five years. 

In a statement, Sands Heritage 
Limited said: “Sands Heritage Limit¬ 
ed is delighted to announce that fol¬ 
lowing a meeting of its creditors, it is 
business as usual for Dreamland 
Margate. 

“The CVA allows Sands Heritage 
Limited to pay back its debt in full, 
over the next five years. 

“We would like to thank everyone 



HOPE: Dreamland will stay open 

for their faithful support in Dream¬ 
land’s first year and look forward to 
their continued custom and a suc- 
cesful 2016.” 

Thanet District Council leader 
Chris Wells, said: “We have done eve¬ 


rything possible to support the regen¬ 
eration of Dreamland and want to see 
it succeed. It is disappointing that op¬ 
erators Sands Heritage Limited are in 
financial difficulties. We hope 
Wednesday’s decision will help to re¬ 
solve this and believe this is in the 
best interests of local contractors 
who are owed money by SHL. 

“The council took a bold step to 
compulsory purchase the site and 
has invested millions of pounds to 
support the development of Dream¬ 
land. This commitment and belief in 
its future continues with work un¬ 
derway on the second phase of the 
project - the £1.8m Coastal Commu¬ 
nities Fund project to redevelop the 
former Sunshine Cafe - and we will 
also be working on proposals to re¬ 
develop the Grade 11* listed cinema 
building in the future.” 

Margate’s theme park has faced a 
difficult first year after it opened in 
June, with footfall reduced over the 
summer due to factors such as Op¬ 
eration Stack and a wet August, on 
top of closures and delays to the 
completion of its scenic railway. 



HOURS: Shoppers spent hours in cars 


Bluewater 
apologises for 
traffic chaos 


CHRISTMAS shoppers at Bluewater 
took to Twitter to complain on Monday 
as delays meant some shoppers were 
stuck in the shopping centre’s car park. 

Some were reporting six-hour waits 
as they tried to leave. 

In a tweet to one woman’s complaint, 
Bluewater responded: “Sincere apolo¬ 
gies for any inconvenience caused. 

We’re working with Kent Police to 
resolve the matter as quickly as 
possible”. 

A statement from Bluewater read: 
“Yesterday a broken down vehicle and a 
high volume of traffic in and around 
Bluewater caused delays to Christmas 
shoppers exiting the car parks. 

“While the traffic in surrounding 
areas, including the M25, is out of 
Bluewater’s control, we have a dedicated 
team who work closely with organisa¬ 
tions such as Kent Police and Highways 
England, to minimise traffic congestion 
at peak times. 

“This includes deploying additional 
hosts in our carparks to help guests find 
spaces, as well as implementing traffic 
controls on surrounding roads. 

“In addition, our extended opening 
hours provide guests with the greatest 
possible amount of time to visit Bluewa¬ 
ter, which helps to reduce traffic on 
surrounding roads.” 


£50k benefit fraudster 
is jailed for two years 

AN Ashford woman who claimed more than 
£50,000 in housing benefit and council tax benefit 
despite owning a $357,000 house in America has 
been jailed for two years. 

Patricia Boaden, 49, of Stonegate Farm, Ash Hill, 
Ruckinge, was found guilty last month of claiming 
benefits to which she was not entitled. 

Boaden bought the property in America in July 
2008 with money inherited from her aunt’s will. 

The house was sold in 2010 to a company 
owned and operated by the Boadens. 

She claimed she had not considered the 
proceeds she received from the sale of a business 
or the 85 per cent of her aunt’s estate she received 
as a matter that should be declared for the 
purposes of the benefits. 

Her original application for either benefit made 
no mention of the property in America, making 
the claims fraudulent. 

Boaden was setenced to two years in prison at 
Canterbury Crown Court on December 18. 


New flood defence 
wall in Tonbridge 

TWO years after 80 homes in Tonbridge were 
flooded, a new flood defence scheme has been 
created to prevent a repeat of the incident. 

The new Avebury Avenue flood defence aims to 
reduce the chances of it happening again. 

Ground height has been restored to the rear of the 
Avebury Avenue flats, reducing the risk of flooding to 
homes in the area. 

The 320m-long flood defence runs along with the 
River Medway, and will work alongside existing flood 
defence walls. 

The Environment Agency has been working with 
partners to train community flood wardens to work 
with communities and emergency services before, 
during and after a flood. 

Lisa Lennox, asset performance team leader for 
Medway and north Kent, said: ‘ We wanted to ensure 
that the new defence structure suited its surroundings 
whilst still providing a suitable level of protection, so 
the structure is subtle and in keeping with the 
modem flats of Avebury Avenue.’ ’ 


South east house 
prices set to soar 

HOUSE PRICES in the south east are set to rise higher 
than the national average throughout next year. 

Experts from RICS, the Royal Institution for 
Chartered Surveyors, estimate the national average 
for house prices will increase by six per cent, while 
prices in the south east will rise by seven per cent. 

It is the second highest increase in the country, with 
only East Anglia higher with an expected eight per 
cent increase. 

Housing has been the source of debate with supply 
issues dominating the private housing market. 

Simon Rubsohn, chief economist at RICS, said: 

' ‘Housing has clearly leapt up the government’s 
agenda but despite the raft of initiatives announced 
over the past year, the lags involved in development 
mean that prices, and for that matter rents, are likely to 
rise further over the next twelve months.’ ’ 

1 Measures announced by the government are overly 
focused on promoting home ownership, discouraging 
Buy to Let could see private rents take more of the strain 
if institutional investment doesn’t increase.’ ’ 
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Airport seeks further approval 
ahead of future development 



JOBS: Development of Rochester Airport could create 1,000 local jobs in Medway 


By Luke May 

luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A SPECIAL planning committee will look 
again at an application for Rochester Air¬ 
port’s redevelopment. 

So far, previous plans for the development 
of the airport have been approved, but due to 
a change in the report, it must seek reap¬ 
proval from the special planning committee, 
rather than go through a judicial review 
process which could cost the taxpayer more. 

Current plans to keep the airport could 
create 1,000 jobs in the local area, as the 
council seeks to secure the future of the air¬ 
port and ensure it becomes a centre for in¬ 
novation, engineering and technology. 

The development has received further 
backing recently, with George Osborne giv¬ 
ing the site enterprise zone status as part of 
the North Kent Innovation Zone 
partnership. 

The renewed application will include noise 
reports for councillors to consider. 

Plans for the airport, which had been ap¬ 
proved in February, include a paved runway 
to allow modern small aircraft to take off, 
and decommissioning of a second grass 
runway. 

This will free up more than 10 hectares 
within the airport’s ground for the develop¬ 


ment of high-tech business, science or 
technology. 

A date for the committee will be set for 
February, with all documents available at 
www.medway.gov.uk 

Medway council leader Alan Jarrett said: 
“It is not in anyone’s interest to further delay 
this process, not least the taxpayer who 
would have had to pick up the bill. The plan¬ 
ning committee will be asked to look at the 
application again, considering all the evi¬ 
dence that is before them. 


“We are simply speeding the process up. 
It is also vital that, given the recent boost 
by the chancellor with enterprise zone sta¬ 
tus, we start to move on this project, if it is 
approved, as we want Rochester Airport to 
be a place where companies want to come 
and create local jobs for local people.” 

A spokesperson from Rochester Airport 
said: “We have received the news from 
Medway council, it is good news for Ro¬ 
chester airport and good news for the site’s 
runway.” 


Six-hour Eurotunnel 
delays as points fail 

EUROTUNNEL apologised for delays last Sunday 
after people travelling across the Channel faced 
delays of up to six hours. 

Problems started after an issue with points 
meant trains had to cut their speed from 140km/ 
hour to 60km/hour. 

Then, just after 6pm, a broken rail meant part of 
the tunnel had to be closed for repair works, 
which lasted around 2 and a half hours. 

Burglars caught two 
hours after theft 

BURGLARS who used marbles and a catapult to 
break into at least two homes were sentenced to 
six and a half years collectively. 

Jamie Button, 43, of St Mary’s Road, Strood; Paul 
Ham, 42, of Windmill Street, Rochester, and 
Ashley Hammond, 28, from Penge, were discov¬ 
ered using tracking software on a stolen tablet. 


Lorry driver cut free 

A LORRY driver had to be cut from his cab on 
Monday morning after a three-lorry crash on the 
A229 at Bluebell Hill. 

Firefighters cut the driver, a man in his 50s, free 
using hydraulic rescue equipment. 

He was released and placed in the care of 
paramedics and doctors from SECAmb and the 
air ambulance. 


_ _ _ _ 

LENLE/S THEWINTERSALE 


UP TO 30% OFF ACROSS THE STORE 



LENLE/S 

sale 


www.lenleys.co.uk Roper Road, Canterbury CT2 7EL 01227 766655 

FURNITURE | BEDS CURTAINS | FLOORING | ACCESSORIES 


ercoi 

,1»NGLAND SINCE I 920 

Parker Knoll 


± Hypnos. 

“SS" THE MOST COMFORTABLE BEDS IN THE WORLD 


NRTUZZh 

Creative Floorcoverings & Rugs by 

CRUCIAL TRADING 


Sanderson 

dure s TA 


20% OFF 

ALL 
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Abuse charity sees 43 per 
cent rise in cases in 2015 



FIGURES released by a domestic 
violence and abuse charity have 
shown a 43 per cent increase in the 
number of people referred to it for 
support. 

In the past year, the Domestic 
Abuse Volunteer Support Service, 
(or Davss), based in Tunbridge 
Wells, has received nearly 640 
referrals, a quarter of which were 
stated as high risk. 

Co-chair of the charity, Jan 
Berry, explained the figures: 

She said: “Davss started in 2011 
and the number of referrals has 
increased every year. 

“We’ve seen a huge increase in 
the number of men being referred, 
there have been around 57 men 
referred to us in the past 12 
months. Its about raising aware¬ 
ness, and having a confidence that 


we’re going to believe and support 
anyone referred to us. 

“Our service depends on the case, 
some people might need us to hold 
their hand and help them through 
court cases they may go through.. 


“Most people go through around 
35 instances of abuse before they 
seek help, we train all of our 
volunteers to professional stand¬ 
ards to help anyone in need of our 
support.” 


Members of drug ring 
given 78 years in prison 


MEMBERS of a Class A drug 
ring worth hundreds of 
thousands of pounds have been 
given a combined sentence of 
78 years. 

Twelve people were sen¬ 
tenced on Monday at Maidstone 
Crown Court, after more than a 
year’s worth of investigations 
by Kent Police. 

Police first began investigat¬ 
ing on September 12, 2014, 
after officers discovered 
packages containing almost 
2kg of cocaine and more than 
£1,000 in cash after stopping a 
van at a roundabout near 
junction 3 of the M2. 

During the investigation 
officers twice found carrier bags 
filled with bundles of cash. 

In November 2014, evidence 
was found on a caravan plot in 
Warden Road, Sheerness, of 


cocaine being cut on what 
police have called a “signifi¬ 
cant” scale. 

Nine of those arrested 
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to 
supply cocaine. 

AriolaKolicaj, 21, from 
Hertfordshire, denied a charge 
of money laundering, but was 
found guilty by a jury and jailed 
for 11 months. 

Allan Made, 36, of Three Elm 
Lane, Golden Green, Tonbridge, 
pleaded not guilty to conspiring 
to supply cocaine between 
October 1 and March 4, he was 
found guilty and sentenced to 
six and a half years in prison. 

Rikki Clements, 28, of Lady 
Winter Drive, Minster, was 
sentenced earlier this year to 
seven and a half years in jail for 
possession with intent to supply 
cocaine and motoring offences. 


Bus driver deal struck 


Nearly 50 jobs saved 


Family saved from blaze 

A MOTHER and her two children were 
saved from a fire as they slept after a smoke 
alarm woke them in the early hours of 
Wednesday morning. 

Two fire engines tackled the blaze in the 
Broadway Herne Bay after the family were 
woken up at 4.30am by the alarm. 


Hotel feeds homeless 

A MAIDSTONE hotel provided 40 homeless 
people with a three-course meal. 

Oakwood House worked with homeless 
charity Porchlight to provide a Christmas 
lunch for 40 homeless people. 

The lunch offered a menu including soup, 
turkey and Christmas pudding. 


PROLONGED strikes in Medway may have 
come to an end after the bus drivers’ union 
Unite, and bus company Arriva, reached an 
agreement. 

A six-month timetable-dispute has been 
calmed after a new timetable was intro¬ 
duced, which will be reviewed in March. 


A MARGATE DIY store is to remain open, 
saving 49 jobs for local workers. 

On Tuesday, B&Q announced it had 
decided to keep its Westwood Industrial Estate 
store open after striking a deal with another 
high street retailer. A number of stores 
nationally were threatened with closure. 



Celebrating 25 years 
of Care & Support 


Are you looking for avantej 

j I I j-, care & support 

Cdr6 for d loved one* 

Avante Care & Support provides care to over 3000 people across Kent and 
South East London, either through its homecare service or specialist 
dementia care homes. The home care team deliver care and support directly 
into people’s homes allowing clients to stay living independently in their own 
home environment. Home care and support services include personal care, 
medication assistance, day to day housework tasks and respite care. 

If you are looking for a care home Avante Care & Support has 13 homes 
located across Kent and London, each providing specialist dementia care. 

Other care services available through the care homes include short term 
respite care, day care and also nursing care at Puddingstone Grange, (our 

care home in Greenwich). 

No matter what care package is required, 
Avante Care & Support can help you. 

V. Head Office - 01795 597400 

@ avantecare.org.uk S enquiry@avantecare.org.uk 





We are an approved Provider for 

pui 


Kent County Council, Medway 

Medwa y M BEX LEY 

Council and Bexley Council 
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DAY OUT 
THOMAS 

MAKE THEIR DAY 


OUT 

WITH 


BOI 


* Join Thomas & Friends™ * 
at a Heritage Railway near you, 
Experience a ride on a real 
steam train and take part in 
Thomas-themed activities. 
Kent & East Sussex Railway 
[ * Tenterden, Kent TN30 6HE i 


Day Out With Thomas ™ Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends ™ Based on The Railway Series by The Reverend W. Awdry. © 2016 Gullane 
(Thomas) Limited. Thomas the Tank Engine & Friends, Thomas & Friends and Day Out With Thomas are trademarks of Gullane (Thomas) Limited. 
© 2016 HIT Entertainment Limited. 

Kent & East Sussex Railway 

TENTERDEN TOWN STATION 

Telephone 01580 765155 • kesr.org.uk 
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Firm renews Mansion interest 


By Luke May 





HOPE: Local campaign group leader 
Dr Beau Webber (left) and MP Sir 
Roger Gale (right) have both shown 
their support for RiverOak’s renewed 
interest in Mansion Airport 


Which? 


1 Quoter or any other offer, buy one window i 
interest will be payable. An option fee of £71 
is after installation of the goods. Total Charg 
value £1100. 


ist price and get another one for either the same value 
i payable APR 0% Example: Cash Price £2500 less dep 
or credit = £995.40, total Amount Repayable £3495.40, 


•Offer ends 31/12/15 cannot be used in conjunction with our W 
loan amount before 12 months after installation of the goods th 
Repayable by 60 monthly payments of £56.59 commencing 12 
variable Representative APR 10.9% variable. Minimum finance < 


i! #lf you repay th' 
i amount of £2400. 


Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A MERICAN investment 
firm RiverOak has re¬ 
newed its interest in tak¬ 
ing over the disused 
Manston Airport. 

Last month the firm’s CPO bid col¬ 
lapsed after Thanet District Council 
formally rejected teaming up with 
the company in the future. 

Now the company is looking to ac¬ 
quire the former airport via a Devel¬ 
opment Consent Order process. 

A DCO is the process of getting per¬ 
mission from the government for 
developments specially categorised as 
a Nationally Significant Infrastruc¬ 
ture Project. 

A statement from RiverOak read: 
“Eighteen months have elapsed since 
Manston was closed. During that 
time the airport has been stripped of 
its equipment and left derelict. 

“At the same time demand for the 
facilities and services to be offered by 
a reinstated airport has increased 
significantly. 

“RiverOak therefore takes the view 
that time is now of the essence and 
has today taken steps to notify the 
secretary of state at the department of 
communities and local government 
of its intention to submit an applica¬ 
tion for a DCO at the earliest possible 
date.” 


Should the company be successful, 
it aims to reopen the airport with a 
focus on freight transport, as well as 
training, whilst aiming to support 
London airports. 

North Thanet MP Sir Roger Gale 
has come out in support of the latest 
proposal from the company. 

He said: “If the application is grant¬ 
ed, as it properly must be, then this 
will remove the future of Manston 
from the control of Thanet District 
Council while facilitating the full 
public consultation process and ex¬ 
amination of the company’s creden¬ 
tials and resources that they have 
been seeking for so long.” 

“The procedure will take time but, 
in competent hands and given a fair 
wind, there is the real possibility of 
planes flying from Manston again by 
the early part of 2017.” 

Chairman of Save Manston Airport 
Dr Beau Webber also welcomed the 
news. 

He said: “We’re very pleased, we’ve 
been inspecting the paperwork close¬ 
ly, it looks like we’ve got good progress 
going forward. 

“We’re pleased to see that things 
are progressing after 18 months of 
time wasting by Thanet District 
Council.” 

Thanet District Council refused to 
comment at this time. 

The DCO process is expected to take 
around 18 months. 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


Visit our website for a online quote 

windows.co.uk 


BUY ONE 
GET ONE 


With the weather starting to turn, now's the perfect time to winter- 
proof your home with our fantastic UPVC double or triple glazed 
windows. They're amazing for keeping the heat in and the cold out. 
Plus they look great! 


Buy one double or triple glazed 
window and get the next one FREE* 


Call 0800 
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Having trouble getting out 
of the bath? Considering 
replacing your bath with 
a large shower? 


Kudos walh-in 
shower offers... 

Thermostatic shower, tray, 
& glass screen panel 
All this from just £499* 

*various showers & sizes available 


TRUST THE TEAM AT ALLBITS TO OFFER EXPERT ADVICE 
FOR ALL YOUR BATHROOM AND PL0MBIH6 NEEDS 


MANY OTHER FANTASTIC OFFERS AVAILABLE - visit our massive, 


newly-extended showroom or visit our website 


Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, Kent, Whitstable CT5 3QT 01227 281648 
Unit 10, Cinque Ports Road, Mountfield Industrial Estate, 

New Romney TN28 8LH 01797 363623 

Visit our website www.allbits.co.uk 


Hear us on 
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Why light continues to dazzle us 
despite the dark ominous clouds 


The Bishop of Rochester, the Rt Rev James Langstaff writes for KoS in a special Christmas message 


A LONG with those show¬ 
ing trees, animals and 
baubles, you will hope¬ 
fully receive some 
Christmas cards which 
show you a picture of the Christ-child 
in the manger. 

The picture on some of those cards 
may well be a reproduction of a his¬ 
toric painting - it is a scene which has 
attracted artists down the centuries. 

Often a feature of those paintings is 
the use of light. The surrounds may 
well be dark, but light shines on the 
child; or sometimes light seems to 
shine out of the child’s face. 

And of course that theme of Jesus 
as the bringer of light, and whose 
birth is surrounded with angelic 
light, is one which we find in our 
Christmas readings and carols as 
well. 

In John’s Gospel, we read of ‘light 
shining in the darkness’; ‘Light of 
light’, we sing in a well-known carol. 

In recent weeks we have seen and 
heard of a lot that does not seem to be 
about light. 

The bombings and shootings in 
Paris stand out, but we have also had 
shootings in the United States (from 
different apparent motivations), and 
continued bloodshed in Syria and 
other places. 

Unexpected and even random 
death and injury is very much part 
of our vocabulary, and a cause of 


anxiety for many. The sad and sorry 
flow of migrants continues to be a 
feature of life, most especially in 
Greece. 

And behind that of course, the 
tragic reality of people uprooted from 
home, family, livelihood and history 
as a result of conflict. 

In Paris, leaders of nations have 
met to consider the care and future of 
our planet, especially its climate. In 
international sport, allegations of 
malpractice and corruption have 
continued to emerge, with prominent 
figures under criminal investigation. 

Within our own society, many of us 
are aware that street homelessness in 
our nation seems to be on the in¬ 
crease in many of our cities and 
towns. Our prison population con¬ 
tinues to be high, not least as a result 
of those convicted for historic sex 
crimes. Despite some green shoots in 
the economy, many continue to face 
pressures, including those reliant on 
bank interest for income. 

In my national role as bishop to HM 
Prisons, I have visited a number of 
our prisons in recent months. 

That is a part of our national life 
where there are huge pressures and 
challenges, where it may seem that 
there is not a lot of light. 

But strangely, I come away from 
many of these visits with a sense of 
hope. That is not to say that I don’t 
see and hear much that is disturbing, 


k k Any of us can and 
should reflect God’s 
light on the world. As 
we look into the face of 
the Christ-child may 
we carry his light for 
those around us. fV 


Rt Rev James Langstaff, 

Bishop of Rochester 


distressing and unpleasant - I do. 
But I also see lives being turned 
around, habits of criminality being 
overturned, people facing up to the 
consequences of things they have 
done. 

In one prison, a person serving a 
long sentence for a serious crime, 
who now has a new focus and atti¬ 
tude as a result of education and 
skills-training received in prison. Of¬ 
fenders in other prisons, given the op¬ 
portunity to face up to their crimes by 
meeting and hearing from those who 
are the victims of crime - sometimes 
even the victims of their own crime. 

In a prison for women, inspiration¬ 
al commitment and care from staff 
and volunteers seeking to make 


change possible for some of the most 
damaged and vulnerable people in 
our criminal justice system. Along¬ 
side a prison for young offenders, a 
tiny charity seeking to support young 
people on release through linking 
them with mentors in the place to 
which they will return on release. 

Around and in our prisons, there 
are individuals, projects and charities 
who are bringers of light - among 
them are governors, officers, chap¬ 
lains, volunteers, visitors, teachers, 
healthcare staff and many others. 

While many will not be, a good 
number of these are people motivated 
by their faith to be engaged in this 
work - indeed generous, life-giving 
and healing engagement with offend¬ 
ers is one of the unsung good news 
stories of the churches’ contribution 
to the well-being of our society. 

I am patron of one small charity 
which seeks to remove barriers to em¬ 
ployment for former offenders; and 
another which supports those who 
are imprisoned abroad and their fam¬ 
ilies back here. All of this work is de¬ 
manding, sometimes dispiriting, and 
often done on a shoe-string. But it 
changes lives for offenders, victims 
and society more widely. It is light¬ 
bringing. 

In recent months, I have also dis¬ 
covered light in a place where, if I am 
honest, I was probably not expecting 
to find it. 


There is a quiet shift going on in the 
language and tone being used by gov¬ 
ernment in relation to prisons. 

The secretary of state for justice, 
while not being soft on offending, is 
openly using the language of redemp¬ 
tion in relation to what goes on in 
prisons. He is stating clearly that pris¬ 
on needs to be about rebuilding and 
changing lives, not least through ed¬ 
ucation; thereby, he asserts, crime is 
in the long-term reduced and our 
communities are safer. It is a very in¬ 
teresting time to be bishop to Prisons. 

I have used one example from my 
own work to show that, despite the 
public perception often received, 
there is light to be found even in real¬ 
ly challenging circumstances. And 
that light is carried by people individ¬ 
ually and together - people who care, 
who are passionate about justice, 
who have hope for other people, be¬ 
lieving that they can change. And 
any of us can be such people. 

For most of us it will not be in pris¬ 
ons (though for some it may be), but 
perhaps in our family or neighbour¬ 
hood, our workplace, school or 
college. 

Any of us, and especially those of 
us who call ourselves Christian, can 
and should reflect God’s light in the 
world. As we look into the face of the 
Christ-child afresh at Christmas, may 
we carry his light for those around 
us. 
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Recalling past while 
preparing for future 

The Lord Lieutenant of Kent looks back at commemorations 
marking the 200th anniversary of victory at Waterloo and the 
royal opening of the Battle of Britain Memorial’s visitor centre... 



LORD LIEUTENANT OF KENT: The Viscount De L’Isle MBE 


The Viscount De L’Isle MBE 

Lord Lieutenant of Kent 


A S this year draws to its 
close we can look back 
on the commemorations 
we held in June to mark 
the 200th anniversary 
of the allied victory at Waterloo, 
which ended the long years of the Na¬ 
poleonic wars and heralded the be¬ 
ginning of the shape of a united Eu¬ 
rope we see today. 

The New Waterloo Dispatch landed 
on the beach at Broadstairs on June 
20 where the original dispatch was 
brought 200 years before by HMS Pe¬ 
ruvian, Captain White RN in com¬ 
mand, which was represented by 
HMS Northumberland commanded 
by Commander Trish Kohn. 

The Mayor of Broadstairs and St Pe¬ 
ters, Cllr Rosalind Binks, met the ac¬ 
tors interpreting the roles of Major 
Percy ADC to the Duke of Wellington 
and Captain White. 

The dispatch made all haste to¬ 


wards London in a Post-chaise. It ar¬ 
rived in the Precincts of Canterbury 
Cathedral at the conclusion of a 
Thanksgiving Service for the victory 
attended by The Duke of Kent, whose 
regiment the Scots Greys captured 
the golden eagle standards from the 
French Legions. 

From Canterbury the dispatch 
went straight to London for further 
commemorations in St James’s 
Square, which is where the Prince 
Regent received the dispatch and 
golden eagles in 1815. 

Kent was extremely fortunate to 
have a visit from The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh in March when 
they visited The Battle of Britain Me¬ 
morial to open the new visitor centre 
building in the shape of a Spitfire 
wing. 

The visitor centre has proved espe¬ 
cially popular with visitors to Capel- 
Le Feme. While the weather was 
most unkind during the visit, it was a 
different story when The Queen and 
Duke of Edinburgh arrived in Canter¬ 
bury to attend a short service follow¬ 


ing which The Queen unveiled stat¬ 
ues of herself and Prince Philip on the 
West End of the Cathedral. 

The statues match those of Queen 
Victoria and Prince Albert, the only 
other Queen to have celebrated a Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee, a fitting moment for 
both statues to be placed there, for on 
September 9, The Queen over took 
Queen Victoria as the longest serving 
British Monarch. 

The Queen typically felt the date 
was not one for great celebrations, 
but rather wishes to mark her 90th 
Birthday on April 21, 2016, with a 
number of events to be held in the 
summer. First is the Royal Windsor 
Horse Show at www.rwhs.co.uk. On 
Friday, June 10, there will be a Na¬ 
tional Service of Thanksgiving held 
at St Paul’s Cathedral, and on the fol¬ 
lowing day The Queen’s Birthday Pa¬ 
rade (Trooping the Colour) will be 
held on Horse Guards Parade. 

On Sunday, June 12, The Queen 
will attend The Patron’s Lunch in the 
Mall, a celebration of Her Majesty’s 
patronage of over 600 organisations 


in the UK and around the Common¬ 
wealth since 1952. (See www.thepa- 
tronslunch.com) 

On this Sunday it is hoped that all 
local communities across Kent will 
hold street parties or village gather¬ 
ings to help Her Majesty celebrate 
this landmark birthday in great style. 

The local authorities are giving 
thought in how they might support 
events, but it is very much about 
working as a team like we did for the 


Big Lunch in June 2012, when all 
communities came together in ar¬ 
ranging an event. 

We live with the daily threat of ter¬ 
rorism coming to our shores, let us 
remember those in the Armed Forces 
who will be away from home during 
the Christmas period and pray for 
their safe return to their loved ones. 

I would like to wish all the readers 
of Kent on Sunday a Happy Christmas 
and much joy in 2016. 


Merry Medway eyes the future 

It has been another 12 months of progress in the booming Medway towns as area continues to build 
a fresh-faced future with its roots firmly in its engineering heritage. For Alan Jarrett, it was the year 
he took over as leader. He shares his reflections of 2015 in a special article just for Kent on Sunday... 


By Alan Jarrett 

Leader of Medway Council 


W ITH the Christmas 
season now upon 
us and the new 
year drawing near, 
this is a good op¬ 
portunity to reflect on what has been 
achieved throughout 2015. 

It’s been challenging year as we’ve 
faced further funding cuts, but this is 
something we have had to adapt to 
over past years and something we 
will continue to deal with in the 
future. 

It’s about coming up with more 
creative ways to save money while 
ensuring vital front line services are 
protected for local people. 

We recently heard the news an¬ 
nounced by the chancellor of the ex¬ 
chequer in his autumn statement 
that Rochester Airport has been 
granted Enterprise Zone status as a 
result of a joint north Kent bid. 

I am delighted that Rochester Air¬ 
port is set to form part of the new 


North Kent Enterprise Zone. 

We now have the opportunity to at¬ 
tract more high-tech businesses into 
Medway and capitalise on the excel¬ 
lent location Rochester Airport pro¬ 
vides, working alongside BAE and the 
University of Greenwich. 

Not only will we now look at the 
creation of up to 1,000 jobs, we have 
the chance to establish Medway as a 
centre of excellence for engineering, 
innovation and technology. Medway 
will become an economic location of 
real significance. 

Earlier this month, Ofsted released 
a report on children’s care services in 
Medway following a month-long in¬ 
spection in September. The report 
confirmed that improvements are be¬ 
ing made. 

This progress is thanks to our hard 
working staff and we will continue to 
strive to get better over the coming 
years. There is still a way to go, but 
the improvement programme for 
children’s services is very much in 
place and we are moving in a positive 
direction. 

We also launched Get Medway 



READY: Alan Jarrett 

Learning in October, a campaign set 
to raise the bar in local schools, en¬ 


couraging a love of learning among 
youngsters and getting even more 
outstanding teachers and enthusias¬ 
tic school governors into Medway 
schools. 

Another highlight has to be the 
boost to our extensive regeneration 
plans as we received significant ex¬ 
ternal capital funding secured from 
the South East Local Enterprise 
Partnership. 

This will assist with our exciting 
regeneration projects here in Med¬ 
way which include Rochester River¬ 
side and Chatham Waters. 

We have come some way in the de¬ 
velopment of community hubs this 
year, with the successful move of the 
library in Strood to the new Strood 
Community Hub - which is in a more 
central location on the High Street in 
a refurbished and vibrant building. 

Strood Community Hub has been 
going strong since March and is con¬ 
tinuing to grow in popularity as more 
and more people take advantage of 
the wide range of council services on 
offer there. 

Another hub opened in Hempstead 


last month, offering new services and 
opening its doors for an extra four 
hours a week. 

Medway was showcased around 
the world during the Rugby World 
Cup this summer, as Rochester Castle 
featured in the opening titles for the 
ITV coverage. 

The programmes were aired world¬ 
wide almost every day for a few 
months, and therefore millions of 
people will have got a glimpse of one 
of Medway’s most iconic attractions. 

Once again, residents and visitors 
alike have been entertained this year 
with the numerous events and festi¬ 
vals run by the council. 

Hundreds of thousands of people 
enjoy the events which include the 
Dickens Festival, Dickensian Christ¬ 
mas, the River Festival, Castle Con¬ 
certs and most recently the Christ¬ 
mas lights switch-on events in our 
town centres. 

There are many more highlights I 
could mention, but those are just a 
few that have made 2015 a success. 

I would like to wish everyone in 
Medway a happy New Year. 
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Established 1981 



Over 58,000 customers! 


Limited 



introducing the^._ Our January Sale Now On! 

Supa Diamond ...Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number I ~ ™ 


of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512^ at 

5 WINDOWS 
Cl ,890& 
WINDOWS 

7 


20 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories . 
V & Orangeries / 


.OO 

inc VAT 


inc VA' 

7 WINDOWS 

£2,6 6r«k 

TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

Cl .891 


Convert your 
conservatory into 
a usable all year 
round sun-porch with 

the SupaLite tiled 


WINDOWS 

Cl ,891 £«, 

WINDOWS 

£2,364 

WINDOWS 


f An extra 

£100 off 

on production 
V of this advert* _ 


.OO 

inc VAT 


WINDOWS 


.OO 

inc VAT 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

The choice is yours! 


Celebrating over 34 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
presentative available 
upon request subject to status 


: / 


Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Don’t just 
glaze it, 


All of our installers are CRB checked. 


Hurry! 

Offers end 

5th 

January 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634294696 


fn*19!rRf!nl2fSBTn I _J ■ -J-IU-J. W f'Y'Y Profile: BS7950 BS7413 

miMilllliUn 11 ■uicU v i Door Lock: BS3621 

Open 6 days a week ““"““-"hy ^enIIiIo-i 3: 

Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f www.supaglazing.eom !ls 


1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE. ss 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Service Care for your 
Sprinter, Vito & Citan 




Less Uncertainty, Cost and Hassle. 
More Flexibility, Service and Care. 


We know it’s important for you to be able to plan 
financially - and that unexpected servicing costs are 
something you’d rather do without. 

It’s a genuinely affordable option, with prices 
starting at just £19.20 inc VAT a month 
for three services. 

What’s included: 


Routine service labour costs 

■ 

Routine service parts 

■ 

Routine service lubricants 

■ 

Transferable to new owner when vehicle sold (if Plan paid for upfront) 

■ 

Emergency road side assistance 

A 

Recovery to nearest Mercedes-Benz authorised repairer 

A 

Fast track preferential authorisation and processing 

■ 

Monthly paid contract 

■ 

Prepaid contract 

■ 

Provision of replacement vehicle 

A 

Available on any vehicle age 

■ 


■ Standard cover 

A Available free, for the first three years from registration date. 

For any vehicles registered after 1 Oct 2012, cover is available for up to 30 years 
under MobiloVan UK and associated terms and conditions. 

Call us today and ask for Andy Clack 
or find out more by visiting our website... 

www.sparshatts.co.uk 
0844 396 1122 

Ashford Dartford Sittingbourne Tonbridge 

14 Week ending December 27,2015 



Under pressure: 
How goats left 
submarines for 
field of dreams 


When the Ministry of Defence rang an animal 
sanctuary several years ago it had an unusual 
request; to unload 150 goats it had been using 
for testing. It brought to an end their suffering 
and saw them again frolic in the open air 


By Adrian Puzo 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


W HEN Robert Critch received 
a phone call out of the blue 
from the Ministry of De¬ 
fence, to say he was sur¬ 
prised with what they want¬ 
ed was something of an understatement. 

Along with his wife Valerie, he has run the 
Buttercups Sanctuary in Boughton Monchel- 
sea, close to Maidstone. 

It has long provided a refuge for goats who 
have been abandoned or were once pets. But 
this call would trump all others. 

Explains Mr Critch: “It was some years ago 
when they rang asking whether we could pos¬ 
sibly take 32 goats into care. 

“It was completely out of the blue. I took a 
very deep breath, and made a frantic calcula¬ 
tion as to where we could put them all, and 
said yes. 

“The MoD had for years been using goats for 
experiments on submarine rescue, and over 
two hundred died during these experiments. 
Eventually they decided to cease this draco¬ 
nian procedure, so we arranged for the goats 
to be delivered to us in two batches.” 

According to campaign group Animal Aid, 
based in Tonbridge, the testing they had been 
put through had been tough. 

A spokesman for the organisation ex¬ 
plained: “The MoD commissioned a company 
called QinetiO to conduct these tests which 
involved placing goats into hyperbaric cham¬ 
bers, where the pressure was increased or de¬ 
creased to extreme levels, in order to simulate 
an emergency aboard a submarine. 

“The goats suffered excruciating pain and 
the collapse of vital organs, as well as extreme 
fear and stress. It is believed that several hun¬ 
dred goats were used over 10 years, and that 
those who survived the experiments were 
killed and dissected.” 

When details of the testing leaked out, the 
MoD came under pressure to stop the testing 
after MPs and the Southern Animal Rights 
Coalition demanded it stop. 

And that led, in 2008, to the MoD announc¬ 
ing “the end of its immediate requirement for 
testing on live goats as part of its hyperbaric 
research in support of the MoD’s Submarine 
Escape Rescue and Abandonment System 
(SMERAS)... the review has concluded that 
the remaining associated areas of uncertain- 

East 


ty in submarine escape and rescue relate to 
events that are considered highly unlikely, 
and do not therefore need to be addressed by 
means of animal testing”. 

The issue then was just what to do with the 
goats which survived. 

Enter Buttercups Sanctuary. 

“They were mostly of the Saanen breed, 
large white goats,” says Mr Critch. “They set¬ 
tled into their new home very quickly and 
over the next few months they were all re¬ 
homed in their family groups into wonderful 
foster homes in and around Kent. But as 
sometimes happens through unforeseen cir¬ 
cumstances, two groups of four came back to 
the sanctuary. 

“Rather than putting them through the up¬ 
heaval of being re-homed again, it was decid¬ 
ed to keep them at Buttercups, where they 
could make friends with our other 150 goats, 
and where we could keep a closer eye on their 
welfare.” 

One of these goats - Rhubarb - has become 
a firm favourite, his personality demonstrat¬ 
ing the intelligence and playful nature of 
these creatures. 

Mr Critch says: “As time passed, Rhubarb, 
one of the largest male goats - yes, we also had 
his brother, Custard - started to develop a seri¬ 
ous deformity of his front legs, both legs bow¬ 
ing outwards very visibly at the knee. When 
Rhubarb thinks anyone is looking, he hobbles 
like an old man with all the troubles of the 
world on his shoulders, and is unable to move 
at all fast. He does rather play on the situation, 
and consequently gets much sympathy and 
attention from all and sundry. 

“Normally, the outer horn on a goat’s feet 
will wear down walking on a hard surface, 
but because he is unable to put pressure on 
the soles of his feet, Rhubarb’s horns grow 
sideways, creating an even greater deformity. 
For this reason he needs very frequent atten¬ 
tion to the trimming of his feet. 

“As soon as he is approached with a collar 
and lead to have his pedicure, his head goes 
down, his limp grows much worse, and he 
digs his feet in stubbornly and refuses to 
move. 

“However, Rhubarb is not stupid. When he 
is left locked in his pen in the morning, await¬ 
ing treatment, he has been seen - when he 
thinks no one is looking - jumping over the 
stable door to freedom. On other occasions, 
when we throw chopped vegetables out into 
the field for the goats, it is surprising how 
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SALVATION: Robert Critch, above in green, has helped goals find a new life - including Rhubarb and his dodgy legs, as pictured right. 


quickly his disability vanishes as he races to the 
head of the crowd to get to the goodies first.” 

Rhubarb is just one of the many goats who 
has benefitted from life at Buttercups. Other fa¬ 
miliar faces include Salt - a pygmy goat with 
three legs who was rescued after he was at¬ 


tacked by a wild boar, and Ivan - who came to 
the sanctuary after he was abandoned when his 
former owner sold his land, leaving the animal 
to fend for himself. 

Mr Critch says: “We find so often that people 
treat animals as though they were mere commod¬ 


ities and not as fellow creatures with feelings.” 

This compassion was recognised by the may¬ 
or of Maidstone, who presented Mr and Mrs 
Critch with a plaque during the sanctuary’s 
25th anniversary celebrations last year. 

Other visiting dignitaries include Ann Wid- 


decombe, former MP for Maidstone, who is the 
patron of Buttercups. She has adopted two resi¬ 
dent goats - Natalie and Nadia - who she came 
to see this summer. 

According to Mr Critch, it would not be pos¬ 
sible to run the sanctuary without the help of 
many volunteers. 

Continued on Page 16 



Nasons 


Barcelona 

3 seat sofa: 

Usual price £999 

Sale price £749 

SAVE £250 

Two seat sofa and 
chair options available 


ot home 


llli Nasons Furniture & Bed Centre. 

Maynard Road, Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 • www.nasons.co.uk ■ f 


We # re open on New Years Day 
1st January 2016. 10am - 5pm 
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ANIMAL TESTING AND THE MOD 



REVIVED : The goats at the sanctuary get to enjoy the good life in the Kent countryside 


Continued from Page 15 

He says: “They help keep the yard 
clean after 150 goats have tramped 
all over it the day before. They attend 
to the comfort of the goats’ bedtime 
space, chop vegetables, wash bowls, 
together with other small tasks that 
help with the goats’ welfare. 

“Most importantly, they spend time 
talking to the goats and loving them. 
It makes such a difference if the goats 


have been left alone and frightened in 
their previous lives. We have helping 
us at present in the region of sixty or 
so volunteers but are always hoping 
to have more.” 

■ The sanctuary is always on the 
lookout for volunteers -if you live lo¬ 
cally and have a morning spare to 
help, contact Buttercups for more in¬ 
formation. See www.buttercups.org. 
uk. 


If you would like to support a goat, 
but don’t have the facilities, you can 
become a goat ‘guardian’. You will 
become the sole supporter of your 
chosen animal, who you can visit on 
open days and by arrangement, and 
even take for walks in the surround¬ 
ing woodland. 

You can also distance-adopt a 
goat, or foster if you do have the ap¬ 
propriate facilities. 


STATISTICS released by the 
Home Office earlier this year 
reveal 3.87 million procedures 
were carried out on live animals 
in 2014. 

Of these, half related to the 
creation/breeding of genetically 
altered animals that were not 
used in further procedures and 
the other half were experimen¬ 
tal procedures. 

It is not known exactly how 
many of these procedures were 
carried out by the MoD, but the 
number of animals used by the 
organisation each year is 
thought to be almost 30,000 - a 
number on the rise. 

Animal Aid claims: ‘' The 
number of animals used in 
weapons research in British 
laboratories quadrupled 
between 1997 and 2007, from 
4,500 to more than 18,000.” 

Claire Palmer is a spokes¬ 
woman for the Animal Justice 
Project, a campaign group 
which has carried out research 
into this testing. She said: “Pigs 
being forced to inhale toxic 
mustard gas, macaque monkeys 
injected with vaccines, marmo¬ 
sets infected with bio-threat 
diseases, battlefield wounds 
inflicted on rabbits, rats having 
their eyes blasted with projec¬ 
tiles, mice having their eyes 
burnt with lasers, guinea pigs 
forced to inhale nerve gas: these 
are just some of the shocking 
experiments carried out in the 
UK.” 


While a number of these tests 
are outlawed, the MoD has 
special exemption status. 

Those against the testing 
claim it is inhumane and 
ineffective, repeating tests that 
have already been done. But 
others claim it is necessary. 

An organisation called 
Understanding Animal Re¬ 
search, which ‘aims to achieve 
broad understanding and 
acceptance of the humane use 
of animals in biomedical 
research in the UK, to advance 
science and medicine’ has 
supported the MoD’s use of 
animals in testing, saying: 
“Experiments undertaken for 
military purposes are designed 
to support and protect our 
troops in dangerous situations, 
or to prepare for the potential 
scenario of chemical or biologi¬ 
cal attacks on civilians. The law 
is clear that animals cannot be 
used if there is any other way of 
conducting the experiment.” 

A statement released by the 
MoD said: “The research we 
undertake saves lives. Counter¬ 
ing the threat posed by chemi¬ 
cal and biological weapons and 
improving the treatment of 
casualties on the battlefield 
cannot currently be achieved 
without the use of animals. 
However, we are increasingly 
using computer modelling and 
cell cultures to reduce the need 
for testing on animals. We are 
committed to increasing these.” 


Delicious meals from £2.95. 
Delivered free from Whitstable. 




Great Value Pack only £19.95 

5 main courses with vegetables: • Roast Lamb in 
Mint Grauy • Roast Chicken Breast uuith Stuffing 

• Pork & Leek Sausages uuith Somerset Cider Grauy 

• Shepherds Pie • Chicken & Vegetable Pie 

2 desserts: • Apple Crumble & Custard 

• Jam Sponge & Custard 

Order code VP3 
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Ordered by calling our local number, deliuered by one of our local team. 

We offer a choice of ouer 300 tasty dishes, including special diet options 
Our meals are created using carefully selected ingredients, frozen and 
then deliuered uuith free deliuery by your local team. They can be stored 
in the freezer and cooked in minutes. 


What’s more there’s no commitment. Order uuhat you uiant, uuhen you 
uuant. Mealtimes taken care of. Simple. 



Main meals 
from £2.95 


24 years 

of great seruice 


For your FREE brochure, or to order 

our Great Value Pack, call us today on _ | ■ 

01227 774 999 

Uliltshirefarmf00ds.com Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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SEASIDE COACH 
HOLIDAYS 


r BOURNEMOUTH RUNNER 

from £199pp* 

Enjoy 4 nights in Bournemouth on a half board basis in 2016. 


Arrival date: 

SINGLE 

DOUBLE 



20th Jan 16 

£199 

£370 



8th Mar 16 

£205 

£410 



15th May 16 
18th Jul 16 

£250 

£265 

£480 

£505 



V 




J 


EASTBOURNE FLYER from £190pp* 


NEWQUAY EXPRESS from £425pp* 



Short breaks and holidays in Newquay on a half board basis. 

Arrival date: NTS SGL DBL 

12th May 16 4 £425 £650 

10th Jun 16 7 £480 £785 

15th July 16 4 £425 £645 

8th Aug 16 5 £510 £845 

^6th Sep 16 4 £480 £795 


Enjoy 4 nights in Eastbourne on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: 

SINGLE 

DOUBLE 



14th Jan 16 

£190 

£360 



19th Feb 16 

£220 

£420 


„ >■ 

18th Mar 16 

£230 

£440 

linii. ■'. ■ T j 


4th Sept 16 

£260 

£490 


J 


V_ J 


TORQUAY TORNADO from £240pp* 


Relax with 4 nights in beautiful Torquay on a half board basis in 2016. 

Arrival date: SINGLE DOUBLE 

28th April 16 £240 £450 

7th Sept 16 £260 £495 



LEAVING ON A 
JET PLANE? 


t 


MARGATE 

RAMSGATE 

BROADSTAIRS 

BIRCHINGTON 

WESTGATE 

SANDWICH 

DEAL 

DOVER 

FOLKESTONE 

HERNE BAY 

WHITSTABLE 

FAVERSHAM 

CANTERBURY 

ASHFORD 

HEATHROW 

GATWICK 


SINGLE TO HEATHROW / GATWCK 


PER PERSON 


Get there with no drama, hassle, 
fuss or parking. Simply book a 
seat on our shuttle and board at 
one of our pick-up points. 


travelling alone? 

£40pp/single £75pp/return 

going together? 

£65pp/single £120pp/return 


Call 01843 823007 / 01843 823700 
or visit www.connections4you.net 

Airport Connections 


Enjoy a day out with no driving, no parking and entrance fees included 
meaning you can give your family your full attention all day long! 

A| mAK i rnrinartinnc Call 01843 823007/01843 823700 
MirpOli uonnecnons orvisitwww.connections4you.net 
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*Stressless® Heritage Colour Collection available in Batick leather range cream, brown, burgundy or black, and Paloma leather range sand, chocolate, light grey or black. Available on Stressless® 
Sofas excluding the Ergo sofa models. Offer excludes Stressless® recliners & accessories. Reduced promotional discount on sofa orders in these 8 promotional colours only. Orders placed 
1/1/14 to 24/12/14. Main image features the Stressless® Winsdor sofa group. 
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I EXTRA SAVINGS 

I ON SELECTED LEATHERS i 


Bennett £?Brown 

21-24 Windmill Street, Gravesend 
Kent DAI2 IAS 
Tel 01474 352235 

www.bennettandbrown.com 


44 High St, Royal Tunbridge Wells 
Kent TNI 1XF 
T: 01892 535555 

www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 


I within our Heritage Sofa Colour Collection* • See instore for details | 
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Review of the Year 2015 



BUSY: Operation Stack, the Scenic Railway at Dreamland, Manston Airport, a huge fire in Canterbury city centre 
and, of course, the general election in May, were the defining issues of 2015 in the county as we take a look back over 
a year packed full of incident and discussion points. 




Rollercoaster year 
as Stack dominated 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR: Chris Britcher takes a look back 
over the last 12 months in our county to remember some of 
the key events which shaped yet another eventful year... 



F OR the wider world, 2015 
will be forever associated 
with the rise of death cult IS, 
the conflict in Syria and, a 
little closer to home, the re¬ 
markable triumph of the Conserva¬ 
tives in the general election. 

And in Kent the impact of the glo¬ 
bal scene continues to resonate. 

The hundreds of thousands fleeing 
war-torn Syria in search of refuge in 
Europe has seen our borders under 
closer scrutiny than ever before. 

Our proximity to the continent has 
seen Kent in the front line from every¬ 
thing from increased security to a 
constant battle against those desper¬ 
ate souls prepared to risk life and limb 
in pursuit of what they perceive as 
the good life offered in our country. 

A consequence of this has fuelled 
the remarkable rise of Ukip under 
Westerham’s Nigel Farage. 

While his talismanic appeal has 
certainly waned this year amid bitter 
infighting, his party continues to per¬ 
form well in elections and with the 
possibility of an EU referendum in 
2016, they are far from a spent force. 
kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


It will surely no doubt look to con¬ 
solidate next year as it makes the 
transition from protest vote winner 
to genuine political heavyweights. 

Certainly the local elections in May 
will be a great opportunity to see if they 
are on the right track, They’ll be equal¬ 
ly important for Labour as it stumbles 
forward with the divisive figure of Jere¬ 
my Corbyn at its helm. As for the Liber¬ 
al Democrats, they are fighting for their 
political relevance. Another poor 
showing and it’s hard to see a way back 
for them for a generation. 

At that same election in May we’ll 
also get the chance to elect our next 
police and crime commissioner. It’s 
hard to see how Ann Barnes can re¬ 
tain the position even if she does de¬ 
cide to stand again. The cynics might 
suggest an announcement on her de¬ 
cision not to stand will be made during 
the festive season when we’re all busy. 

But the one thing we can be sure of 
is that 2016 will not be dull by any 
stretch of the imagination. Just read 
the following pages and you’ll re¬ 
member what a rollercoaster 2015 
has been. 


January 


LONDON Paramount Resort would 
be one of those stories that never 
strayed from the headlines during 
the year and as the year opened it 
confirmed it had agreed the deal for 
the land on the Swanscombe 
peninsula where it would build its 
£2bn pleasure palace. 

If all went to plan it would be 
open by Easter 2020. 

In another on-going saga on the 
other side of the county, Thanet 
District Council’s overview and 
scrutiny committee confirmed it 
would be looking at the decision of 
the Labour leadership not to pursue 
a compulsory purchase order on 
the site of Manston Airport. 

There was a tragic end to the bid 
to find Pat Lamb, 28, (right) from 
Greenhithe, who had gone missing 
in December after a night out with 
friends in Maidstone, when his 
body was found in the River 


Medway several weeks later. 

In industry, MyFerryLink 
continued to fight for survival 
following a competition ruling it had 
to end due to owners Eurotunnel 
having too tight a grip on the 
competitive Dover to Calais route. 
Meanwhile a fire in the tunnel forces 
Operation Stack to make the first of 
its many appearances this year. 

With the general election now on 
the horizon, comic A1 Murray 
announced his alter ego The Pub 
Landlord was going to stand in 
South Thanet against Ukip leader 
Nigel Farage. 

While Hugh Robertson, MP for 
Faversham and Mid Kent revealed 
he would stand down in May. 

Those behind Ramsgate’s 
Marlowe Academy insisted its 
future was secure despite poor 
results and a drop in admission and 
Blantyre House jail closed. 
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Review of the Year 





KENT on Sunday has continued 
throughout 2015 to provide you 
with an unrivalled overview of 
all the key stories which impact 
on this wonderful county of 
ours. 

And there can be little 
denying that the politics of the 
year have provided so much 
fascination. 
From the rise 
where 

Kent seems to be 
particularly 
receptive to its 
to the 
collapse of the 
[ Labour vote 
I under Ed 
' Miliband, we 
have seen such 
significant shifts in the way we 
align ourselves to the main parties. 

But the biggest impact of all 
has surely been the relentless 
cuts we have seen in public 
spending which really had a 
significant impact. 

After such an initial tough 
five years under 
the coalition, the 
fact the Tories 
were so convinc¬ 
ingly returned to 
power suggests 
we understand it 
is a necessity to 
balance the 
books. 


February 

DAVID Cameron vows an urgent 
review into Operation Stack after 
last month’s implementation while 
in Medway the council gives the 
nod for the £4.4m development of 
Rochester Airport, despite local 
opposition. 

In Dartford, a plaque is unveiled 
on Dartford railway station to mark 
where Mick Jagger and Keith 
Richards met before the creation of 
the Rolling Stones. 

Herne Bay’s Sandi Toksvig got a 
taste of things to come when she 
hosted a special edition of TV show 
01 at the University of Kent to mark 
its 50th anniversaries. 

A former student at the uni, EL 
James, made more millions this 
month when a big screen version of 
romp-fest 50 Shades of Grey was 
released in time for Valentine’s Day. 

The Marlowe Academy reveals it 
is in talks with government 


education chiefs over its future 
while the Oasis Academy in 
Hextable, near Sevenoaks, confirms 
it is to close due to dropping 
numbers. 

The PM does, however, lend his 
support to a bid to open a grammar 
school in Sevenoaks. 

The Maidstone and Tunbridge 
Wells NHS trust is deemed to 
‘require improvement’ by the Care 
Quality Commission; Medway is 
‘inadequate’ again, prompting 
concerns over the county’s health 
provision. 

Kent County Council paints a 
gloomy vision of the future with a 
budget cut of £ 81m costing some 
400 jobs. 

Meanwhile, Alison Rigby, 35, a 
lab technician at a school in 
Beckenham is named on the 
shortlist for a one-way trip to Mars 
in a bid to colonise it. 




March 


LYDDEN race track hosted the Top 
Gear stars in what no one could 
foresee was the final show before 
the Jeremy Clarkson ‘fracas’ would 
lead to all three being out of a job. 

Also on the way out was the 
Marlowe Academy which finally 
waved a little white flag and said it 
was to close and be taken over by 
nearby Ellington and Hereson. 

Bringing a little glamour to the 
Turner Contemporary was a 
heavily pregnant Duchess of 
Cambridge, who made one of her 
final appearances before giving 
birth to Princess Charlotte. 

Two weeks later, the Queen 
came down to open The Wing at 
the Battle of Britain Memorial at 


Capel le Feme despite gloomy skies. 

Two months before the election 
and Ukip’s Folkestone candidate 
Janice Atkinson is ultimately 
kicked out of the party after a row 
over an expense claim run up at a 
hotel in Margate. She’s replaced by 
Harriet Yeo who defected from 
Labour. 

In the skies we have a smog cloud 
drift in from the continent along 
with a health warning, while a rare 
solar eclipse was ruined for most in 
Kent by dense cloud. 

Queues stretched around the 
block for another of the year’s big 
stories as tickets for the re-opening 
of the new-look Dreamland went 
on sale ahead of its June opening. 



SALE NOW ON MASSIVE SAVINGS 



Package 1 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP £525 

Package Price £325 

Water softening tablets - £7.50 a 
bag (collection only) 



Package 2 

1400x800 tray -£175 
800 panel 8mm glass - £90 
300 swivel panel 8mm glass - £60 
Rotonda stainless steel shower with 
adjustable slider kit - £200 
Plus FREE fast flow turbo waste 
worth £30 

RRP - £857 

Package Price £525 


• Family Run Business 

• Trading 45 Years 

• Excellent quality & service 

• Up to date showroom 

• New Displays 
•Ample Parking 
•Wheelchair Access 

• Displays regularly updated 

• Suppliers to builders, hotels & public 


Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD I T: 01634 813 813 CHATHAM BRANCH normal opening Hours: 

1 08:15- 17:00 Mony-Fri 09:15-17:00 Saturday 

sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | www.morrisandturner.co.uk closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR OPENING TIMES: Sunday 19th - Sunday 27th Closed | Monday 28th Open 10am - 4pm 
Tuesday 29th Open 10am - 4pm | Wednesday 30th Open 10am - 4pm | Thursday 31 st Open 10am - 4pm 
Friday 1st Closed | Saturday 2nd Open 10am - 4pm | Sunday 3rd Closed | Monday 4th Normal Opening Hours 


morris ^turner 

BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 
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Review of the Year 2015 


April 


WITH the general election just a 
month away, the big focus was on 
South Thanet where the Tories rolled 
out the big guns in a bid to prevent 
Nigel Farage emerging triumphant. 

Boris Johnson, Theresa May, 
William Hague and Iain Duncan 
Smith were among the big names to 
hit the streets in support of Craig 
Mackinlay (right). 

Manston is the big political hot 
potato and that’s only fuelled when 
the new owners unveil big plans for 
the site... but not for aeroplanes. 

The PM and his wife were in 
Gravesend for the Vaisakhi Sikh 
festival with all the polls pointing to 
a hung parliament. 

Mark Reckless, who forced a 
by-election and won in Rochester for 
Ukip in 2014, is also facing a tough 
fight. 

Chatham’s Buckmore Park karting 
circuit is taken over by race legend 
John Surtees who announces plans 
to make it an even bigger success. 

There are tough new checks 
introduced at Dover to tighten up on 
immigration prompting concerns of 
big delays. But they don’t materialise. 

In Calais there are grumblings 
over the opening of a new migrant 
camp amid concerns it could become 
another Sangatte. Little do they 
know what lies around the corner. 

There is a devastating earthquake 
in Nepal which claims the lives of 
thousands of people and sparks a 



major humanitarian appeal. 

Among the dead is Matt Carapiet, 
23, from Bearsted. He had been 
trekking near the capital Kathman¬ 
du two days before the disaster and 
was not heard of again. 

Sandi Toksvig was in the headlines 
again; this time confirming she was 
quitting as host of Radio 4’s popular 
News Quiz in order to launch her 
own political party - the Women’s 
Equality Party - which is likely to 
field a number of candidates in next 
year’s local elections. 

A beach hut in Whitstable goes on 
the market for an eye-watering 
£120,000 - and you’re not even 
allowed to sleep in it, while the hype 
around the Paramount development 
in Swanscombe steps up a gear when 
a host of artist’s impression are 
released of how the park will look 
when completed. 


May 

POLLSTERS lost almost as much face 
as Labour’s Ed Miliband when the 
result of the general election was a 
resounding success for the Tories. 

Every Kent seat went blue, as Mark 
Reckless crashed out for Ukip in 
Rochester and Nigel Farage failed, 
narrowly, to win South Thanet. He 
then carried out a pre-election 
promise to resign... only to take over 
again a few weeks later. 

He shouldn’t have felt too bad 
though - his party polled millions of 
votes by emerging with just one MP, 
prompting further debate on our 
electoral system. 


Local councils, which were also up 
for grabs, saw Labour lose control on 
Gravesham and Ukip, sensationally, 
win its first council in, you guessed 
it, Thanet, riding on a ‘we’ll re-open 
Manston ticket’. 

Leader Chris Wells declaring it 
intended to run a “boring council”. 
Oops. 

Amid the political earthquake, 
there was a real tremor felt in the 
early hours of the morning across 
east Kent, which woke many to find 
their homes shaking. The epicentre 
of the 4.2 on the Richter Scale quake 
was off the coast of Sandwich. 






June 

MYFERRYLINK’s closure prompted 
French ferry workers to strike 
resulting in Operation Stack 
making an unwelcome return. 

Dreamland made national 
headlines as it re-opened, but 
without main attraction the Scenic 
Railway. 

Police and crime commissioner Ann 
Barnes finally confirmed she was to 
scrap the youth commissioner job. 

Liberal Democrat leader on KCC, 
Trudy Dean, paid tribute to former Lib 
Dem leader Charles Kennedy whose 


sudden death shocked the country. 

EastEnders stars spent several 
days in Broadstairs and Ramsgate 
to film scenes for the soap and there 
was a huge blaze in Maidstone 
town centre which prompted a 
major investigation and the sealing 
off of one of the town’s busiest 
areas. 

Meanwhile the touring Austrial- 
ian cricket team warmed up for the 
eagerly anticipated Ashes series 
against England with a match in 
Canterbury against Kent. 


Clarkes thewintersale 

furnishing your home 1 1 IL ' nM 1 l ~ l 

UPTO 30% OFF ACROSS THE STORE 
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July 

ONE word sums up July and that was 
simply Stack. 

While Kent stalled as the M20 was 
turned into a car park, the rest of the 
nation simply shrugged their 
shoulders. Until, of course, the school 
holidays began and everyone found 
themselves missing their ferries 
because of the congestion. Suddenly 
it shot up the national news agenda. 

A perfect storm had developed as 
striking French workers occupied 
MyFerryLink boats, cross-Channel 
capacity was down as a result, and 
the migrants gathering in Calais 
looked to take advantage by stepping 
up attempts to get into the UK. 

KCC also warned of pressure 
growing due the rise in the number 
of unaccompanied migrant children 
entering the county. 

However, Kent is nothing if not 
resilient and 77,000 of us headed to 
the Kent Show in Detling for the 
annual celebration of the county. 

Prince Charles avoided the traffic 
too when he headed to Folkestone to 
mark the 200th anniversary of the 
Gurkhas’ service to the British Army. 

There were a few raised eyebrows 
when a 10ft python called Zombie 
escaped his home in Larkfield, and they 
were raised even higher amid some 
rather sensational reports of a great 
white shark being spotted off the coast 
of Herne Bay. Nonsense, of course. 

There was tragedy in the non¬ 



league football world when young 
triallist Junior Dian collapsed and 
died while playing for Tonbridge 
Angels in a pre-season friendly. 

We also bid farewell this month to 
former lord lieutenant Allan Willet 
who passed away. He was 79. 

There as another major fire as a 
huge blaze on a red hot Saturday 
afternoon brought chaos to a new 
development along Canterbury’s city 
walls. It caused thousands of pounds 
worth of damage but, remarkably, no 
one was injured. 

Status Quo fans were left disap¬ 
pointed after Rick Parfitt was taken 
ill just hours before a show at 
Rochester Castle. They vowed to 
return in 2016. 

But the legendary Adam Ant did 
show and played at Ashford’s 
popular free Create Festival. 


August 


AS Operation Stack eased, perhaps 
the oddest ‘solution’ was proposed 
and accepted for the short term. 

It involved diverting HG Vs off the 
M20 and then leading them on a 
merry dance to Manston where they 
would be parked on the old airport 
site before being led down to Dover. 

Just be thankful that has never 
been called on... yet. 

The focus switched from the ferries 
to Eurotunnel which found itself 
facing daily challenges as migrants 
attempted to sneak into the tunnel. 

Work began on a £2.65m overhaul 


of Tonbridge High Street at the same 
time as Thanet District Council 
pushed ahead with plans to tie up a 
CPO with funding coming from US 
investment firm RiverOak. 

Aldington’s TV star Paul O’Grady 
paid a moving tribute to singer and 
Blind Date host Cilia Black who died 
suddenly while on holiday in Spain. 

Biggin Hill was the focus for the 
75th anniversary of the Hardest Day 
- a gruelling part of the Battle of 
Britain during the Second World War 
which cost so many lives but was 
instrumental in securing our skies. 




September 

LET’S get the sagas out of the way 
first. London Paramount confirmed 
it was pushing its opening back to 
2021 - two years later than 
originally proposed. 

Thanet council realised serving 
up a CPO on Manston wasn’t as 
easy as they thought. Cross Ukip 
councillors resigned as a result, 
and Ukip’s majority hung by a 
thread as a result. 

And finally striking French 
workers disembarked the MyFer¬ 
ryLink vessels so rival firm DFDS 


could lease them out... but not 
before causing a reported ‘£2m’ 
worth of damage. 

There was tragedy in Leybourne 
Lakes as a competitor in a triathlon 
event, drowned during the swim¬ 
ming event. Paul Gallihawk 
(pictured), 34, was from Maidstone. 

The parole board recommend 
M2 5 killer Kenneth Noye be moved 
to an open prison. And a consulta¬ 
tion is launched into KCC’s hugely 
controversial policy of switching off 
our street lights. 



icorporating ^ 
the 
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THE FRANCE SHOW 
COMES TO OLYMPIA 
IN JANUARY 2016 


For three days in January, Olympia in London is the place to be 
for a flavour of France. Visit the French market, watch cookery 
demonstrations and live entertainment, sample fine French wines 
and plan your next holiday - it's a great French day out. You can 
even find your dream home at the French Property Exhibition. 


@GLEBEFENCINGLTD ft GLEBEFENCING 
108 H0CKERS LANE, DETLING ME14 3JJ 
Opening Times: Monday - Friday 7am - 4.30pm and Saturday 7am - 3pm 


IHE FRANCE 
SHOW 2016 

tion with FORTH 


29-31 January | Olympia, London 


QUALITY FENCING SERVING EAST KENT 

FREE SURVEYS • SUPPLY & INSTALLATION • SUPPLY ONLY 


Book your 
tickets for just 
£8 and save 50% 

at thefranceshow.com/tickets 
or call +44 (0)1242 264777 

promo code KOS66 


CALL 01622 220054 


FENCING CONTRACTORS 


www.thefranceshow.com 

f ■ ©thefranceshow 


•Offer valid until 29 January 2016 
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Review of the Year 2015 


October 


CROWDS flocked 
to bid farewell to 
the Cold War 
bomber the Avro 
Vulcan as it flew 
above Kent on its 
farewell tour. 

And it was a big 
hello to a grammar 
school annexe in 
Sevenoaks as 
campaigners finally 
got the go-ahead. 

Councils big and small joined the 
police in voicing major concerns 
over what chancellor George 
Osborne would outline in Novem¬ 
ber’s spending review. The expecta¬ 
tion was universal; the cuts were 
going to be deep. 


There was some 
good news though 
- that missing 10ft 
python from 
Larkfield was 
found safe and 
well. 

Ukip were hit by 
snakes as more 
resignations saw 
their TDC majority 
disappear. So much 
for the hope of being a ‘boring’ 
council, eh? 

Michael Gove blocks the Kenneth 
Noye (pictured) open prison move 
and the Scenic Railway finally 
opens in Margate as millions watch 
The Apprentice contestants 
running around the county. 



November 

THE terror attacks in Paris would 
cast a long shadow as our MPs were 
broadly supportive of calls that we 
should join airstrikes of IS’ Syrian 
hide-outs. 

The spending review a few days 
later brought a little better news as, 
against the odds, the cuts didn’t seem 
quite so bad. ‘The devil is in the 
detail’ was a popular phrase used. 

But there was £2 50m for a 
long-term solution to Stack and extra 
funding for the Ebbsfleet garden city. 


Chatham MP Tracey Crouch 
revealed she had suffered a miscar¬ 
riage during the general election - 
but is pregnant again and expecting 
in February. 

EDF Energy splashed out £1.5m to 
buy Britain’s ‘only desert’ - the 
Dungeness estate - the land which 
neighbours its nuclear power station 
while a judge through out an appeal 
bid by the killer of Greenhithe 
teenager Claire Tiltman, Colin Ash 
Smith. 



December 

THE company behind Dreamland 
revealed it was struggling under a 
£2.9m pile of debt putting its 
future in some doubt just six 
months after the doors opened. 

MPs voted for bombing raids in 
Syria with just two Kent MPs - 
Gravesham’s Adam Holloway and 
Sittingbourne’s Gordon Henderson 
opting not to back the PM. Both 
spoke instead of a more holistic 
approach being required. 

Rochester’s long-awaited new 
railway station was finally opened, 
while there was more ‘good’ news 
for commuters as it was confirmed 
season tickets would rise by just 
one per cent in January - the 
lowest rise in years. 

Bus drivers in Medway walked 
out on two one-day strikes in a row 
with bus firm Arriva - but kissed 


and made up in time for Christmas. 

Property tycoons Judith and 
Fergus Wilson confirmed they 
were on the verge of selling their 
900-strong property portfolio to 
Middle East investors - the deal set 
to be concluded next month. 

Meanwhile, a consultation 
process of a lorry park for Stack 
opens with two sites near junction 
11 of the M20 identified as options. 

And there is a little light relief at 
the end of the year as cinemas rake 
it in for the return of the celebrated 
Star Wars franchise as The Force 
Awakens reunites the original 
stars and thousands in Kent scuttle 
to the big screen to watch it. 

The big question now is, after a 
snow-free 2015 (in the most part), 
will 2016 begin with a cold snap to 
test our transport networks? 




KENT on Sunday prides itself on 
tackling some of the most 
important issues each and every 
week and we’re proud of our 
output during 2015. 

We put the spotlight back on 
the scandalous blood contami¬ 
nation issue which had such a 
profound impact on so many 
people in the 
county; so 
many of whom 
continue in the 
to have a 
sensible and 
deserved 
compensation 
package paid 
to them. KoS 
continues to 
fight their 

corner and believes it is time for 
a major change in the way the 
situation has been handled. 

Elsewhere we have tackled 
everything from the impact on 
health of a cancer vaccine given 
to our schoolgirls, to the impact 
of leaving the EU on our rural 
sector and the 
impact of 
fracking on our 
countryside. 

We vow to 
continue to keep 
up the good 
work during 
2016. 



Somerset: 4 day 
Coach trip £109 



online: 

GB TOURS 

8 0151 652 2222 


www.gbtours.com 

31 years of great-value coach trips. 
ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Call to book or book 


• 3-Course dinner each evening 

• Hot and cold buffet breakfast 
each morning 

• Glass of Bubbly with dinner on 
selected evenings 

• Entertainment each evening 

• Trip to Bath on Saturday 

• Trip to Wells - England’s 
smallest city on Sunday 

• Refreshments/music to dance 
on Sunday afternoon 

• Last night ‘Party Night’ with 
optional fancy dress 


Enjoy a wonderful break in Somerset for a 
very special price next spring.. 

Full details: We arrive on Friday afternoon at the 
lovely 3 star Wessex hotel to a warm welcome and 
refreshments. We stay for 3 nights and have trips out on 
Saturday and Sunday. Return home on Monday after 
breakfast. 


Wessex Hotel, Street ★★★ 

Located in the centre of the attractive Somerset town of 
Street. At one end of the high street with cosy pubs and 
tea rooms on your doorstep. Also within 10 mins walk of 
fantastic shopping at Clarks - the UK’s original outlet 
village. 50 guest rooms with full amenities. Lift. 

Departs: Friday 26th February £109 

Price includes: 3 nights hotel with 3 -course dinner and full 
choice breakfast plus all coach travel trips out as shown. 
Single Supp £19 


Our coach departs: 
Maidstone, 

Sittingbourne, Chatham, 
Rochester, Gillingham, 
Gravesend - and then to 
llfracome. No changing 
coaches, no endless 
pick-ups. Same coach, 
same driver throughout 
your holiday - always with 
GBTours. 
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Wells Bedding & Interiors, 44 High Street, 
Tunbridge Wells, TNI 1XF 

01892 535555 • www.wellsinteriors.co.uk 
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Slimmer of Stack’s long shadow 

In a special article written for KoS, Kent’s police and crime commissioner Ann Barnes reflects on a 
year which had plenty of challenges as well as reminding us all how safe the county actually is... 



T HE last 12 months has 
been the year when vic¬ 
tims and witnesses have 
been put very firmly at 
the centre of policing in 
the county, recorded crime has gone 
down in Kent (bucking the national 
trend), the misery of Operation 
Stack was once again inflicted on us 
and - surprise, surprise - the chan¬ 
cellor announced there were to be 
no more cuts to police funding. 

Taken in the round, three out of 
four is not so bad! 

First of all, great strides have been 
made in improving support services 
for victims of crime in our county 
this year and in June I was delighted 
to officially launch Compass House, 
the new victim and witness care and 
advice service for the county. 

Located in Ashford, the centre 
brings together the charity Victim 
Support and Kent Police’s Witness 
Care Unit to point victims and wit¬ 
nesses of crime in the direction of 
the help and support they need. 

Both organisations actually start¬ 
ed working there in April, and since 
then have had contact with more 
than 35,000 people - a truly stag¬ 
gering achievement. 

This wonderful centre is the frui¬ 
tion of a vision which the chief con¬ 


stable and I share - quite simply, 
putting victims and witnesses at the 


heart of everything. We are incredi¬ 
bly proud of it. An awful lot of hard 


work was done by a lot of very dedi¬ 
cated people and we are very fortu¬ 
nate indeed to have such a facility 
here in Kent - one of the first of its 
kind in the country. 

In fact, the chief executive of Vic¬ 
tim Support tells me that Compass 
House is a blueprint for the delivery 
of victims’ services - praise indeed! 

This year also saw crime in Kent 
fall by 1.5 per cent - meaning, more 
importantly, that there are over 
1,500 fewer victims in the county. 
Kent is absolutely a safe place to live 
in, but for those who do have the 
misfortune to become a victim of 
crime it is reassuring to know that 
first-class support is available. 

I couldn’t possibly reflect on the 
year gone by without mentioning 
the ‘Summer of Stack’. 

Weeks upon weeks of misery were 
felt on Kent’s roads during Opera¬ 
tion Stack this summer, when we 
saw our lovely county effectively 
turned into a giant lorry park. Our 
pleas for this to be recognised as a 
national problem were heard and 
I’m really pleased the chancellor 
recognised this in his autumn state¬ 
ment, pledging a £250 million in¬ 
vestment to alleviate the problems 
Stack causes. 

I was, of course, also pleased by 


the chancellor’s announcement that 
there were to be no further cuts to 
the national policing budget, but, as 
ever, the devil was in the detail. 

Looking ahead, however, we will 
not stop our efficiency drive to give 
better value for money for Kent tax¬ 
payers and to build an innovative, 
digitally enabled, modern policing 
service fit for the 21st century. 

The investment in body worn vid¬ 
eo cameras for Kent Police officers, 
which have now been rolled-out 
countywide, is just one of the ways 
we’re doing this. The commitment 
to innovation will continue in 2016. 

Finally, despite the drastic cuts to 
funding that Kent Police has faced 
since 2011 - when a fifth of the 
workforce has left and not been re¬ 
placed - officers and staff have 
worked tirelessly to maintain and 
improve the first class service they 
provide to the people of Kent. 

Time and again I am impressed by 
their dedication and professional¬ 
ism, and I would like to take this op¬ 
portunity to pay tribute to each and 
every one of them, as so often the ex¬ 
cellent work of police officers and 
staff goes without comment. 

Last but not least, I’d like to wish 
everyone in Kent a happy New Year 
and a safe 2016. 



SALE NOW ON - MASSIVE SAVINGS 

Christmas & New Year Opening Times 

Sunday 19th - Sunday 27th: Closed, Monday 28th: Open 10am - 4pm, Tuesday 29th: Open 10am - 4pm, 
Wednesday 30th: Open 10am - 4pm, Thursday 31st: Open 10am - 4pm, Friday 1st: Closed, Saturday 2nd: Open 10am - 4pm, 

Sunday 3rd: Closed, Monday 4th: Normal Opening Hours 


morrisddurner scDimpiex 

BATHROO M AW D FIRE PLACE WAREHOUSE ' 


• Family Run Business • Trading for 45 years • Excellent quality and service • Up to date showroom • New Displays ® Ample Parking • Wheelchair Access 

Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 0AD | T: 01634 813813 | E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk | W: www.morrisandturner.co.uk 

CHATHAM BRANCH Opening Hours: 08.15 - 17.00 Monday - Friday, 09.15 - 17.00 Saturday, Closed Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays 
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CTP Productions & Leas Cliff Hall are proud to present —, , , . ROYAL 

the spectacular family pantomime y||51 philharmonic: 

+ ORCHESTRA 

i + 




nano Concerto 

Saturday 6 February 2016, 7.30pm 

Leas Cliff Halt, Folkestone 

Conductor: Grzegorz Nowak 
Piano: Ivana Gavric 


Join the world-famous 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
for an evening of 
outstanding classical music 
by Mendelssohn, Sibelius, 
Grieg and Beethoven. 


Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 

Box Office: 01303 228 600 
4ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKE5TONE* (Bkg Fee) 


Director: Bob Osborne Producer: Neil Hunnisett 
Tickets: Adults £14, Children £12, Family Ticket from £42 

+ 

+ 



LEAS 

gQFF_HAbL 


Box Office 
0844 871 3015 

ATGTICKETS.COM/FOLKESTONE 
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grows on teachers is 
2016 going to provide any relief? 


Probably not, according to former head teacher and education adviser Peter Read in his year report 


T HE key themes of 2015 
across Kent and Medway 
are the pressure on school 
places, the inexorable drive 
for higher examination 
performance, and the frightening in¬ 
crease in turnover of teachers and 
headteachers - all certain to remain 
amongst the major stories in coming 
years. 

Pupil numbers are rising sharply, 
with the recent increase in primary 
demand now about to hit Kent sec¬ 
ondary schools, whilst several in 
Medway struggle at the end of a sharp 
fall in numbers. 

A new six form entry secondary 
school in Maidstone has been ap¬ 
proved for 2017, with many popular 
schools expanding. 

Against this are set the sudden clo¬ 
sure of Oasis Hextable Academy, the 
long anticipated demise of Marlowe 
Academy, Ramsgate, and the consul¬ 
tation about the surely inevitable clo¬ 
sure of Pent Valley School in Folke¬ 
stone, all in 2015. 

As with Chaucer Technology Col¬ 
lege in Canterbury, which closed last 
year, the plan is to mothball the Pent 
Valley site until demand for places 
leads to a new school being built in 
2018. 

Two new 14-19 university technol¬ 
ogy schools have opened in the past 
two years, one in Dartford, the other 
in Chatham. 

An increasing proportion of Kent 
children now transfer to grammar 
schools, currently running at 30 per 
cent of the population (29 per cent in 
Medway), which has a negative im¬ 


pact on the non-selective schools. 

In addition, government pressure is 
forcing these schools to adopt a more 
academic curriculum, unsuitable for 
too many children, producing what 
government regards as an unaccept¬ 
able fall in their examination per¬ 
formance, with the number of Kent 
schools failing to reach 30 per cent 
A-C grades at GCSE nearly doubling to 
15 in the past year. 

St George’s CofE, Broadstairs, is 
about to become an all through 4-19 
school, joining Folkestone Academy, 
John Wallis School in Ashford, and 
Hundred of Hoo School in Medway. 

Chatham Grammar School for Boys 
is controversially proposing to go 
mixed from September and to admit 
children on assessment by a gover¬ 
nors’ committee if it has places vacant 
after normal allocation. 

The biggest pressures in primary 
schools come in urban areas, with no 
vacant spaces at all in reception class¬ 
es on allocation last April in urban 
Dartford, Folkestone and Sevenoaks 
schools and just two per cent in Ash¬ 
ford, Gravesham, Maidstone and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells. 

In terms of quality of education, 
Kent and Medway are heading in dif¬ 
ferent directions in terms of primary 
school performance, with Medway 
Council clearly not fit for purpose, be¬ 
ing the worst authority in the country 
in both Ofsted outcomes and test per¬ 
formance in 2015, underlining a situ¬ 
ation that has run for far too many 
years. 

Kent, which shared poor perform¬ 
ance a few years ago, has now im¬ 


proved following tough action by KCC 
and is now producing results at the 
national average, although could still 
do better, as shown by secondary pu¬ 
pils in both authorities who continue 
to perform well above the national av¬ 
erage at GCSE. 

However, the intense pressure to 
improve standards has more than its 
fair share of casualties, with five of the 
headteachers of Kent’s 18 coastal 
non-selective schools losing their jobs 
this year, four in 2014, another three 
at risk and two schools closing, main¬ 
ly because of poor results. 

A high number of primary 
headteachers have also lost their jobs 
in the drive for higher standards. 

Headteachers’ posts advertised are 
attracting fewer and fewer applicants 
as it has become a high risk job in 
many areas. 

We not only have a serious shortage 
of good applicants coming forward for 
all teaching posts, but the turnover of 
classroom teachers, citing overwork, 
pressure from above, bullying, and 
lack of appropriate training and sup¬ 
port in some schools, together with 
lack of respect for the profession, is 
frightening, with four in ten newly 
qualified teachers leaving the profes¬ 
sion in their first year. 

In some primary schools as many 
as half the staff left at the end of the 
summer, so it was pleasing to see the 
main leader article in Kent on Sunday 
earlier this month highlighting these 
vital issues. 

Inevitably, the selective system has 
featured, the proposed Sevenoaks 
grammar school annex still waiting, 


at the time of writing, to see if a legal 
challenge is forthcoming. 

For what it is worth, I think the pro¬ 
posal will go ahead, creating up to an¬ 
other 120 girls’ grammar school plac¬ 
es in west Kent. This still leaves a 
growing shortage of boys’ grammar 
school places over the next few years 
in west Kent, although many gram¬ 
mar schools have expanded their in¬ 
take to meet demand. 

It is good to see Kent’s most selec¬ 
tive school, The Judd in Tonbridge, 
changing its admission rules to give 
priority for 85 per cent of its places to 
local boys, the two Wilmington gram¬ 
mars having been down this route for 
2015 easing the pressure on places for 
local children. 

There are increasing demands to 
widen social access to grammar 
school places, and KCC is setting up a 
select committee to explore ways 
forward. 

The biggest success story in Kent is 
surely its special school sector, with 
nearly half of all schools currently 
graded ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted. The 
only blot on this landscape was KCC’s 
mismanagement of Furness School, 
catering for children with high level 
autism, leading to a very public failed 
attempt to shut down the provision. 

Kent and Medway now have eight 
new free schools between them, with 
two more to come in the next two 
years and, in contrast to some other 
parts of the country, these are gener¬ 
ally proving to be a success story add¬ 
ing to the level of quality provision. 

Government wants all schools con¬ 
verted to academy status by 2020, in 


spite of the limited evidence that acad- 
emisation improves standards. 

Currently, 81 per cent of Kent sec¬ 
ondary schools are or in the process of 
conversion, with 32 per cent of 
primaries. 

For Medway, the figures are 88 per 
cent and 38 per cent. 

Over half of the 23 Kent primary 
schools who failed to reach the govern¬ 
ment floor standard at Key Stage 2 this 
summer are academies, many of 
which have had a troubled time since 
their change in status, with three be¬ 
ing forced to change sponsors after 
failure by their original ones. 

This is a part of the ‘game’ of acade¬ 
my monopoly, as too many trusts seek 
to emulate successful businesses in 
their dealings with schools, effectively 
engaging in takeovers, mergers and 
transfers as reported on my website. 

Three academies: Astor College in 
Dover; Chantry Primary in Gravesend, 
and Oasis Skinner Street Primary in 
Medway have all received heavy warn¬ 
ing letters from government in the last 
year about their poor performance, 
the last two having been threatened 
with closure if they do not improve. 

What is certain is that the education 
map is changing faster than at any 
time I can remember in my 40 years of 
working in the county, with govern¬ 
ment more firmly in the driving seat 
than ever before. I see no sign of relax¬ 
ation of this centralised and politicised 
grip in the near future, so hang on for 
another bumpy ride in 2016. 

■ You can read more from Peter 
Read on his website www.kentad- 
vice.co.uk. 
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FREE 

LOCAL 

DELIVERY 


☆☆ 


EURONICS 


ESTABLISHED 



SINCE 

1962 



NOW OPEN 

A 10,000 square foot superstore 
in Wincheap Canterbury offering 
the best electrical shopping 
experience in Kent. 



Wincheap Industrial Estate 
17 Maynard Road, 
Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH 





£219.99 


#LG 

Washing Machine 

FH4U2VDN1 
•9 KG Load 

• 1400 RPM Spin 

• A+++ Rating 

• 5 Year Warranty 

Was £549.99 


LIMITED STOCK 

SALE £419.99 


SAVE £130 | 


4 


<§> 

Condensor Dryer 

DYC890B o 

• 9 KG Capacity 

• Rapid 40 and B one Dry Settings 

• Sensor Drying 

• Reverse Action 

• Automatic Safety Door 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 


Blomberq 

Single Oven 


BOSCH 

Athlet Cordless 
Vacuum Cleaner 

BCH 625KTG B 
•60 Minute Running Time 

• 25.2V Lithium-Ion Technology 

• SensorBagless Technology 

• Lightweight 

• EasyClean System 

• 2 Year Guarantee 


£164.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 


BE09444X 

• Multifunction oven with LED programmer 

• 65 Litre Oven Capacity 

• Easy Clean Oleophobic Nano Coating 

• Catalytic Liners on Side Walls 

• Conventional and Grill Cooking 

• Fingerprint Free Stainless Steel 

Was £349.99 


SALE £299.99 


| SAVE £50 1 




STOVES 


1 EURONics , STELLISONS 

AEG •tt’smeg Samsung Biomberg 
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5 YEAR 
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BY REDEMPTION" 
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SONY 

49” 4K Ultra HD with Android TV 

KD49X8305CBU 

• 4K Ultra HD 

• Motionflow XR 800HZ 

• Built in Wi-Fi 

• 4k X-Reality PRO 


£749.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE \ 


SONY 



Blu-Ray Disc Player 


£49.99 


• Full HD1080 ^GREAHSwPRIC^n 

• High Fidelity Surround Sound 

• Dolby TrueHD and DTS-HD 


#lg 

American Style Fridge 
Freezer 

GSL325PZYVD o 

• A+ Energy Rating 

• Non Plumbed Ice & Water 
Dispenser 

• Full Length Doors 

• Touch Button LED Display 

• 508 Litres of Space 

• Shiny Steel Finish 


£899.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE \ 


SIEMENS 

Dishwasher 

SN26M232 • 

•A++ Energy Rating 

• 13 Place Settings 

• VarioFlex Basket System 

• 6 Programmes 

• VarioSpeed Quick Wash 


£449.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 


SONY 





2.1 CH Soundbar with Bluetooth 

HT-CT80 

• 80W Soundbar 

• Virtual Surround Sound 

• NFC One-Touch for Wireless Streaming 


£94.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE \ 



HAEG 

Built-in Double Oven 

DC7013021M 

• A Energy Rating 

• Touch Controls 

• Multifunction Oven 

• Cataluxe Cleaning System 

WAS £799.99 


SALE £749.99 


| SAVE £50 



BOSCH 

Ceramic Hob 

PKE611C17E o' 

• Black Glass 

• Easy Controls 

• 4 Rings 


£259.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE 1 



•8*smeg 

Dual Fuel Range Cooker 

TR4110BL 110cm ‘Victoria’ 

• Traditional Dual Fuel 4 Cavity 
Cooker with Gas Hob 

• Gloss Black 

• Energy Rating AA 

• Also available in Cream 


£1999.99 


| GREAT LOW PRICE ] 



Terms & conditions apply - sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. + 5 Year Guarantee Via Customer Online Registration. 


Tel: 01227 767576 wwww.stellisonselectrical.co.uk 

Wincheap Industrial Estate, 17 Maynard Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3RH 

Opening Hours: Monday - Saturday 9.00am-6.00pm Sunday 10.00am-4.00pm. Closed Christmas Day & Boxing Day 


SONY 


Miele 


SIEMENS m 


BOSCH Panasonic 


LG 


Falcon 
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Recent Stay Gas Safe 
statistics how that in the 
CT postcode alone 1641 
home appliances were 
condemned in the last 
12 months 


7 

Kent Fire Brigade attended 
87 incidents in the last 12 
months as a direct result of 
faulty wiring! 

IN THE NEWS TODAY: 

Kent Fire Brigade are looking 
at £8m in cuts to funding! 


lectrics when done well, 
work! Electrics done badly 
still work...MOT your house 
today, don’t let it be you. 


Quality Property Maintenance In the South-East 



We cover all aspects of 
home maintenance: 

Plumbing & Heating 
Electrical Works 
All Types of Building Work 
Painting & Decorating 
Gardening & Landscaping 
Professional Handy People 


n 

“Working with some of the best 
Engineers & Trades people in Kent 
is a very rewarding experience. 
Everyday I am humbled by their 
enthusiasm, professionalism and 
commitment to maintaining the 
highest standards of service.” 

// Ben Williams MD 


We can assist you with all aspects of maintaining your home. 

From leaky taps to electrical faults,from gardening to plumbing and 
decorating, our reliable, efficient and highly skilled, fully accredited 
team is here to help you. On time and on budget. 

We can also carry out regular property MOTs. We will check to see 
that everything is in good working order, giving you peace of mind to 
enjoy your home. 


,N 


DON’T WAIT FOR AN EMERGENCY. GET IN TOUCH TODAY... 


Head office 







fl Canterbury 

01227 207 111 

fl Folkestone 

01303 767 110 

fl Ashford 

01233 225 640 

M Ramsgate, Margate & Broadstairs 

01843 269 736 

1 Dover, Deal & Sandwich 

01304 803 579 


enquiries@maintaintotaJ 
www.iriaintalntotalpror 


, 1 / 
if /? 

>ertycare.C9:uk 
ycare.co.ul 




w 
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Images define the last 12 months 

They say a picture says a thousand words... so here are some of the most striking which we have been 
published in KoS during 2015 capturing some of the biggest news stories which impacted on Kent... 




DOWN BUT NOT OUT: An exhausted Nigel Farage on the morning of the general election 
result confirming he was to step down (but was back within weeks). Pic: ADY KERRY 


READY FOR ACTION: We sent our reporter Jamie Weir to witness the Princess of Wales 
Royal Regiment during exercises in the Pyrenees. Pic: CPL MICHAEL STRACHAN 




WORTH WAITING FOR: It may have delayed its opening by another year but the excitement FREE FLOW: The Dartford Crossing remains a constant source of discussion, from its free flow 

surrounding London Paramount remains high - especially after these images were released tolls to just where the third Thames Crossing should be placed. Pic: HIGHWAYS ENGLAND 



CLOSE BUT NO CIGAR: Dover Athletic’s FA Cup dream came to an end in front of the live 
TV cameras as they crashed out 4-0 in the third round at home to Premiership Crystal Palace 


CONTINUES on Page 32 



EXPLOSION OF COLOUR: The Run or Dye event at Hever Castle saw competitors coated in 
colour as they completed a course with many raising money for their favoured charities. 
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CONTINUED from Page 31 



LIKE A ROLLERCOASTER: Dreamland’s marketing has seen the seaside attraction get 
plenty of attention but will the company behind it survive after running up £2,9m of debt? 



REMEMBERING THE FEW: Biggin Hill saw a squadron of war-time planes take off to mark 
the 75th anniversary of the Hardest Day of the Battle of Britain. Pic: KEVIN WILLS 



ALL SMILES: Australia skipper Michael Clark jokes with Kent captain Sam Northeast ahead of CITY BLAZE: Few will forget the site they encountered when they saw this blaze ripping 

a warm-up game prior to the Ashes series... which wiped Clark’s smile off. Pic: ADY KERRY through Canterbury apartments. Incredibly no one was hurt. Pic: INDIRA MILLAN 



TAKING OFF TO WHAT? The Mars One project saw a Kent lab technician shortlisted to take 
a one-way trip to the Red Planet in a bizarre bid to colonise it and film it for a reality TV show 



THEY’RE BACK: The Clangers returned to our screens with the late Oliver Postgate’s son 
Dan (centre), teaming up with Peter Firmin (right) and new narrator Michael Palin (left). 



REGAL WAVE: The Duchess of Cambridge greets the FROM WALFORD WITH LOVE: Stars of soap EastEnders AND THE SUN SHONE: More than 77,000 visitors flocked to 

crowds outside the Turner Contemporary in Margate spent several days filming in Thanet - 8m tuned in to watch it Detling for the Kent Show this summer. Pic: ELLIE HOSKINS 
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• Fully Qualified Instructors 

• Learn All Reverse Exercises 

• Learn Driving Skills for Life 
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Private Roads 




Fully Insured 


01795 334353 
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Laughter and sorrow of comedy 
great who had lost his ‘best mate’ 


John Stewart Farrier is an acclaimed photographer from Faversham who has been photographing the great and 
the good for decades. He recalls a session in 1985 with Ernie Wise - of legendary double act Morecambe & Wise... 



COMEDY GREATS: Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise 


I WAS having a delightful Sun¬ 
day lunch at The Manor Hotel 
in Whitstable and began gazing 
out through the sea view win¬ 
dow, the mist lying heavily over 
the waterfront. 

It was warm and cosy and I started 
to reminisce, as I looked at my photo¬ 
graphic proofs, of visiting Ernie Wise. 

It must be that time of year when 
those two television icons hit our 
Christmas screens and we all began 
to laugh all over again at their bril¬ 
liant editions of The Morecambe and 
Wise Christmas Shows. 

These shows were consistently rat- 
ings-toppers with audiences of as 
many as 28 million and stars queued 
up to appear with these two comedy 
geniuses - often only to be set up. 

It all began around the May period; 
Ernie and Doreen were away in Flori¬ 
da and I had to wait for around six 
weeks before I could take my photo¬ 
graphs of one of television’s best com¬ 
edy icons. 

This was going to be an important 
session for me but tinged with some 
sadness and, indeed, trepidation be¬ 
cause it was only a few months after 
Eric Morecambe, Ernie’s comedy part¬ 
ner, his life-long friend, had passed 
away following a heart attack. 

I pulled up outside his home in my 
car, retrieved the Nikon camera from 
its case and as I opened the car door, I 
was greeted with a generous smile, a 


handshake and a “Hello, John, I am 
Ernie Wise, welcome to my home,” 
and was immediately ushered into 
the conservatory. 

As I began to organise myself we 
started to chat. “May I call you 
Ernie?” I asked. “Sure,” he replied, 
“everyone else does or in Eric’s case - 
Little Ern”, which brought the first of 
many smiles and giggles I captured 
through the lens of my camera. 

The magic of being in the presence 
of a great entertainer is just let them 
do what they do the best; entertain 
and you can simply click away. 

“Let’s get going,” he said with en¬ 
thusiasm. “And what about this - and 
now what about this pose,” - a touch 
of Abbott and Costello who became 
one of our many idols, as Ernie sat up 
straight, arched his back and “ahhh- 
hed” out loud. 

Well -1 could not stop laughing af¬ 
ter that performance - such a treat for 
me to be in front of a master of come¬ 
dy. I had to put my camera down for a 
matter of moments and compose my¬ 
self before we set off again. 

“What a treat”, I kept saying to my¬ 
self in secret. “Tell me, Ernie, about 
Morecambe and Wise,” I asked with a 
smile. 

“There’s so much I could say, John, 
but one thing really stands out - we 
had so much fun doing those sketch¬ 
es, especially before the actual takes. 
Eric’s one-liners had everyone in 


creases constantly. It became a joy go¬ 
ing to work. Everyone wanted to get 
involved in our television sketches. It 
all became somewhat overwhelming 
- it was so important to get every¬ 
thing just right. Eric was relentless to 
ensure this - especially on the big 
Christmas shows. 

“You know, John, we were only sim¬ 
ple song and dance men that made 
people laugh. We were also like an old 
married couple but never argued - 
there was always so much going on - 
rehearsal, and more rehearsal and, 
oh dear, I have now lost my closest 


friend, my best mate - we have been 
together for so long. I am not quite 
sure what I am going to really do any¬ 
more.” 

“Now, now, don’t start getting upset 
again,” came a voice from the kitch¬ 
en. It was Ernie’s wife, Doreen. “No 
more tears today, love, just smiles, OK 
-remember that.” 

With sadness in his eyes he said: 
“Christmas will not be the same any¬ 
more. We worked so hard for our 
shows - we just wanted them to be the 
very best around. I think that was so 
important, John, for everyone to 


know. I hope we did that - the televi¬ 
sion ratings were good and they kept 
asking for more, so we must have got 
something right. It may look easy to 
do but it was really hard work for eve¬ 
ryone involved. Expectations were be¬ 
coming higher and higher and really 
demanding after every one of our 
Christmas shows but that’s show 
business - they say.” 

It was time to depart from this com¬ 
edy genius. I had taken more than 
100 photographs in glorious black 
and white, drank loads of tea and had 
more giggles than I can ever remem¬ 
ber. I had been in the company of a 
warm and gentle man who was really 
passionate about his lifetime profes¬ 
sion - comedy. 

I was tempted to talk about his 
“short, fat, hairy legs” and tease him 
about his non-existent toupee but as I 
departed I could not resist saying, 
“Well, Ernie, what do you think of it so 
far?” 

He smiled with a sparkle and said: 
“Rubbish!” 

■ Documentary photographer, John 
Stewart Farrier has photographed a 
number of politicians and prime 
ministers including Harold Wilson, 
James Callaghan and Margaret 
Thatcher and is currently producing 
a major showcase exhibition of his 
photographs taken from the world of 
entertainment to be shown in Lon¬ 
don next year. 
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ff* HOWFIELD 

LLf RESPONSE 


Burglar Alarms - CCTV 
Fire Systems - Safes 


CALL TODAY: 01227 458999 
info@howfield.com | www.howfield.com 


WE WISH YOU ALL A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A SAFE NEW YEAR 



Protecting You, Your Home & Business 


Suite 1, Young Brothers Complex, East Kent International Freight Terminal, Hernhill, Faversham, Kent, ME13 9EN 


MASSIVE 

CLOSING DOWN 

SALE 

~ from 28th December ~ 



Lighting, French furniture and home accessories 


ALL REDUCED 


Shop will relocate to 10 Dundonald Road just 10 metres from existing shop location 

Opening on 4th January to make way for a luxury boutique 
bed and breakfast hotel - opening for summer 2016 



mccarthysinteriors 

1 Dundonald Road Broadstairs KentCTIO 1 PE Tel 01843 600053 
stores.ebay.co.uk/mccarthysinteriors Find us on Facebook 
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ASHFORD 


Meet the experts at 
Ashford College Open Evening 
on Wednesday 13th January, 
4.30pm to 7.30pm. 


If you’re thinking about applying for a Further Education 
Course, or want to know more about apprenticeships and 
work based learning, you won’t want to miss Ashford College 
Open Evening. 

You’ll get to meet our expert lecturers, who will be on hand 
to tell you about courses and routes into the different career 
options available. 

Register now at: 

www.ashford.ac.uk/about/events/next-information-evening 
or drop in at our Tonbridge Campus to meet our friendly tutors 
and student ambassadors. Pick up information, receive advice 
and guidance on all of our courses and find out how you can 
progress into a career that you’ll love. 


Do a job you’ll love, Education for 
extraordinary careers. 
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i» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 


Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 


MUSICAL: The Glenn Miller story will be performed at the Marlowe Theatre. 


Credit: Pamela Raith 


egendary Tommy Steele 




e story of Gle 




rm 


The musician mysteriously disappeared 70 years ago, writes Molly Kersey-Law 


M USICAL legend Tom¬ 
my Steele will be 
making his way to 
Canterbury next year 
when he stars in the 
Glenn Miller Story. 

Glenn Miller was an American 
big band musician and recording 
artist, who released a number of 
songs including A String Of Pearls, 
American Patrol, In The Mood and 
Midnight Serenade. 

But in 1944, he disappeared and 
has never been found, with people 
wondering what fate befell him. 

It has now been some 70 years 
since Mr Miller vanished over the 
English Channel, after he flew to 
Paris to entertain troops during the 
Second World War. 

His disappearance remains 
shrouded in mystery, with many 
questions raised about what hap¬ 
pened to the musician - was he shot 


down or did he crash? And will the 
mystery ever be solved? 

The Glenn Miller Story, which 
features a 16-piece orchestra, will 
tell the story of the iconic musical 
figure, who made a big impact in 
the 20th century. 

Musician Tommy Steele and Bill 
Kenwright worked together to cre¬ 
ate the idea for the show. 

Mr Steele shot to fame in the fif¬ 
ties, and he achieved his first UK 
number one song with Singing The 
Blues in 1957. 

Since then his legendary career 
has seen him release some 20 hit 
singles and star in 12 films. 

He has also performed in stage 
shows including Singin’ In The 
Rain, Hans Anderson and Half A 
Sixpence. 

A spokesperson for the show ex¬ 
plained: “Over the past 15 years, 
Bill Kenwright and Tommy Steele 


have regularly got together to talk 
about the past, present and future. 

“One evening, Bill discovered 
that his all-encompassing love for 
Elvis was equal only to Tommy’s 
adoration for Glenn Miller and his 
orchestra. 

“Bill learned that Tommy is a 
true devotee; travelling all over the 
world to hear what remains of the 
original Orchestral Sounds, and is 
steeped in the knowledge and the 
glory of what Glenn Miller did for 
popular music. 

“Tommy enthused that Glenn 
changed the face of music from 
1939 to 1943 when he was the 
most popular recording artist in the 
world. 

“Three years later at a dinner 
party celebrating Tommy’s award 
as the most popular entertainer of 
all time, that they came up with 
The Glenn Miller Story.” 


Mr Kenwright will be working 
with Bob Thompson to direct the 
production. 

The pair have already worked to¬ 
gether on award-winning musicals 
including Blood Brothers, Evita and 
Jesus Christ Superstar. 

The choreography will be carried 
out by Olivier award-winner Bill 
Deamer. 

The Glenn Miller Story will be 
performed at the Marlowe Theatre 
from January 12 to 17. 

There will be performances at 
7.30pm and 2.30pm. 

There is limited availability for 
tickets to the performance, which 
range from £46.50 to £22. 

Concessions are available. 

For more information, or to book 
tickets to the show, you can visit 
www.marlowetheatre.com. 

Alternatively you can call the 
box office on 01227 787787. 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending December 27,2015 37 







































holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 
GN Holidays 
& Voyages 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 .ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.co.uk 
www.gnholidays.com 
www.gnvoyages.co.uk 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


#ABTA 









Entertainment 
Over 40s only 
£10pp deposit 


Free drinks 


Hotel Piccadilly 
Bournemouth 

The Hotel Piccadilly has a proud reputation 
as one of the highest rated AA 3-Star hotels 
in Bournemouth. It is well located in the 
resort's East Cliff area, a short stroll from the 
beaches and gardens that separate the 
pedestrian shopping centre and designer 
boutiques, from the sea. All bedrooms are 
en-suite with TV and tea/coffee making 
facilities. There will be entertainment 
provided one night during your stay. 
INCLUDED: 3 nights sharing a twin/double en- 
suite room • 3 breakfasts • 3 dinners • 
Entertainment 1 night 


Worthing Winter Warmer Party 

Chatsworth Hotel 29Jan&5 Feb, 2016 -Quote: WGI/2-KOS 

Join us in Worthing for a Winter 
Warmer Party and enjoy £1 drinks 
and live entertainment every night. 

The Chatsworth is one of the finest 
hotels on the south coast, just a 
stone's throw from the sea and a 
short stroll to the town centre. All 
bedrooms are en-suite and a lift 
services all floors. 

INCLUDED: £1 drinks from 7pm to 
10pm both evenings - pint of house 
beer or small glass of wine • 2 dinners 
and 2 breakfasts • Live nightly 
entertainment • 2 nights sharing an 
en-suite room with TV & free wifi 


Fridays: 

19 February & 4 March, 2016 
Quote: B02/3-K0S 


Mamma Mia & Super 70s Party 

Pontins Pakefield, SuffolkCoast s July, 201 6 - Quote: ss7-kos 


Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for a Super Summer Party - for over 
40s only - to make the most of our favourite season. We've lined up a brilliant 
entertainment showbill featuring 70s themed music and nostalgia, including a live 
performance by 70s rock-n-rollers Showaddywaddy, a screening of Mamma Mia the 
movie, plus Abba and Rod Stewart tribute acts. With non-stop entertainment from 
Friday evening to Sunday evening and free drinks every night, this is one party 
weekend you won't want to miss. 

INCLUDED: 3 Free drinks per person every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, 
pumped soft drinks & mixers • 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Full entertainment programme 
• 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrade available 

Private Events - You cannot book these self-drive breaks direct with the hotels/resorts 


60s Party Break 

Stoke Rochford Hall, Lines 


Join us for a 60s-themed private party break 
at a super country house hotel in the heart of 
rural Lincolnshire. Stoke Rochford Hall, near 
Grantham, is a unique hotel housed in a 
historic Victorian mansion set in 28 acres of 
landscaped parkland. You will enjoy live 60s 
tribute acts both nights and guests have free 
access to the hotel's leisure club which 
provides a state-of-the-art gym, heated 
covered pool, sauna and steam room. 

INCLUDED: 2 nights sharing an en-suite 
bedroom with TV & tea/coffee tray • 2 dinners & 

2 breakfasts • Live entertainment both nights 
• Free use of leisure facilities (indoor pool & gym) 


8 April, 2016 
Quote: SR4-K0S 
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Well-known comic performer 
Brian Conley comes to Kent 


Comedians in Canterbury 


COMEDIAN Ed Gamble will 
be performing at the Marlowe 
Studio, Canterbury, during the 
Marlowe Comedy Club event 
on January 23 at 8pm. 

Visit www.marlowetheatre. 
com to book. 




COMIC: Brian Conley will perform in Chatham and Margate 


By Molly Kersey-Law 

mollykersey-law@archant.co.uk 


C OMIC entertainer Brian 
Conley will be bringing 
his new show to two 
Kent venues during his 
tour of the UK next year. 
Mr Conley will be performing 
his brand new variety show - Alive 
and Dangerous - in Chatham and 
Margate when he embarks on his 
36-date tour of the country. 

The show will feature some of 
Mr Conley’s brand new comedy 
material, as well as some sketches, 
songs and well-known restrospec- 
tive material from both the stage 
and screen. 

Mr Conley’s TV career has 
spanned some 40 years and he has 
won a number of awards including 
the National Television Award’s 
most popular performer. 

He became a household name 
after he shot to fame on the Brian 
Conley show, introducing audi¬ 
ences to well-loved characters 
such as Nick Frisby - who had the 
catchphrase “It’s a puppet.” 

He has starred ITV sitcoms The 
Grimleys and Time After Time - 
which won a British Comedy 
Award. 


He also presented the Royal Va¬ 
riety Performance five times and 
BBC National Lottery game show 
We’ve Got Your Number. 

As well as appearing on TV 
screens numerous times, Mr 
Conley is also known for his work 
on the stage. 

He made his debut in musical 
theatre in show Me And My Girl, 
going on to star in Olivier award¬ 
winning production Jolson and the 


acclaimed stage adaptation of 
musical film Chitty Chitty Bang 
Bang. 

Mr Conley will be performing 
Alive And Dangerous at the Cen¬ 
tral Theatre, Chatham, on March 
12, 2016. 

The performance starts at 8pm 
and tickets are £22.50. 

For more information or to book 
tickets call 01634 338338 or visit 
www.tickets.medway.gov.uk. 


He will be performing at the 
Margate Winter Gardens on 
March 13, 2016. 

Tickets are priced at £22.50 and 
the show will begin at 8pm. 

For further information, call the 
box office on 01843 292795 or ak- 
ternatively you can visit www. 
margatewintergardens.co,uk. 

To find out more about Mr 
Conley and his work, you can visit 
www.brianconley.com. 


The magic of Glenn Miller 


THE Astor Big Band and singers will perform a 
selection of Glenn Miller’s hits including In The 
Mood and Tuxedo Junction. 

The show, More Miller Magic, will be taking 
place at the Theatre Royal, Margate, on June 18 
at 7.30pm. 

Call 01843 292795 to book. 


'Sensational' 60s show 


MUSICAL show The Sensa¬ 
tional 60s Experience will be 
performed at the Assembly 
Hall Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, 
on February 26 at 7.30pm. 

To book, call the box office 
on 01892 530613. 


Band perform in Margate 

THE Allen Family Band will be performing at 
the Tom Thumb Theatre, Margate. 

They will be performing on January 30 at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets are £8. 

To book call, the box office on 01843 221 791 
or visit www.tomthumbtheatre.co.uk. 




After the excitement of Christmas, wrap up warm and join 
The Winter Trail. Wander through the woodland walk, 
grounds and gardens as you answer questions about wildlife 
and nature for a chance to win a family half-day Bird of Prey 
Experience with the Falconry Team. 


Book online for 10% OFF your ticket 


For further information visit leeds-castle.com 

A small additional charge applies to the trail. Prize subject to availability. Terms and conditions apply. 




* 


LEEDS 



"Si/JIN j?*' 

CASTLE 


KENT ENGLAND 



21st - 30th December 

Entry £1 for everyone 

GREAT FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 


www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 

On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 


Come visit 
our retail 
shop! 

Great deals 
on products 
fantastic savings! 

Come along and 
enjoy the Fun 


Factory Shop open 
10am - 4 pm 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


f mat THE TICKET i 

\ caf£ j 
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Irrational show in Margate 


ROMESH Ranganathan will 
bring his show, Irrational, to the 
Theatre Royal Margate on 
February 7 at 7.30pm. 

Tickets are £14. 

To book, visit www.theatre- 
royal margate.com. 



Community performance 


COMMUNITY performance Once Upon A 
Time will be on stage at the Orchard Theatre, 
Dartford, on January 18. 

The performance will start at 8.15pm. 

For more details, or to book, visit www. 
orchardtheatre.co.uk. or call the ticket office 
on 01322 220000. 


Folk artist in Canterbury 

FOLK artist Maz O’Connor will 
be performing at the Marlowe 
Studio, Canterbury, on January 
22 at 8pm. 

For tickets, call the box office 
on 01227 787787 or visit www. 
marlowetheatre .com. 



Musical show on stage 

A MUSICAL show starring Gareth Gates and 
Michael Courtney will be performed at the 
Margate Winter Gardens on May 27. 

Mad About Musicals will be starting at 
7.30pm. 

To book tickets, you can visit www.mar- 
gatewintergardens ,co ,uk. 


Hits of the iconic Judy 



By Molly Kersey-Law 

moUy.kersey-Law@archant.co.uk 


HIT West End and Broadway show 
End Of The Rainbow will be 
performed in Bromley. 

The show will be running at the 
Churchill Theatre from March 8 to 
12, 2016. 

Set in 1968, the production tells 
the story of Judy Garland, a 
once-glittering star who has come 
to London to make an explosive 
comeback. 

However, off stage she faces a 
number of difficulties. Holed up in 
her hotel room, she battles with 
her young new fiance, her devoted 
accompanist and her destructive 
addictions. 

Will she be able to conquer her 
demons and reclaim her crown as 
a musical icon? 

The show features some of the 
performer’s best-known songs 
including The Man That Got 
Away, Come Rain Or Come Shine, 
The Trolley Song and, of course, 
Somewhere Over The Rainbow. 

Lisa Maxwell will be taking on 
the role of Judy Garland. 

Ms Maxwell is best known for 
her role as Samantha Nixon in 


ITV drama The Bill and as a 
panellist on ITV’s Loose Women. 

Her other TV credits include 
EastEnders and the Russ Abbot 
Show. 

She will be joined on stage by 
Gary Wilmot, whose numerous 
theatre credits include Me and My 
Girl, Oklahoma!, Chicago and 
Dirty Rotten Scoundrels. 

He will be taking on the role of 
Anthony. 

Sam Attwater will play Ricky. 

Mr Attwater made his acting 
debut in 2009, playing the role of 


Ricky in Channel 4 show Holly- 
oaks, and later starred as Leon 
Small in BBC soap EastEnders. 

He also won the sixth series of 
ITV talent show Dancing On Ice in 
2011 . 

End of the Rainbow is directed 
by Daniel Buckroyd and it is 
designed by David Shields. 

Performances will be taking 
place at both 2.30pm and 7.30pm. 

For more information about the 
production or to book tickets to the 
show you can visit www.atgtick- 
ets.com/bromley. 



PRODUCTION: Sam Attwater 
will be playing Ricky 



PERFORMERS: Gary Wilmot 
will play Anthony 


Chalkwell 

Holidays by Coach 



Blooming Holland - 4 Days 

15th April 2016-£365.00 


Mill Rythe Holiday Village 
We Love Dancing - 5 Days 

25th April 2016-£290.00 




Wordsworth, Windermere & 
Jemima Puddle Duck - 5 Days 

15th May 2016-£430.00 


North Devon’s Treasure Trove - 5 Days 

6th June 2016-£385.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 172’ when you book. 
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Orchard Fencing ltd 



Call us 
today for a 
competitive 
price! 


Catford 
020 8698 4064 

Ardoch Road, 
Catford, 
London SE6 1SZ 


Erith 

01322 347799 

Landau Way, 
Darent Park Industrial 
Estate, Wallhouse Road, 
Erith, Kent DA8 2LF 


Welling 
020 8855 6961 

Stephenson Close, 
Welling, 

Kent DAI 6 3AT 


info@orchardfenring 


orchardfencing.co.uk 




Wealden Hall 

London Road, Larkfield, 

Kent, ME20 6DE 

Telephone: 

01732 840259 

wealdenhall.larkfield@greeneking.co.uk 


Enjoy a complimentary 
bottle of wine with your 
Sunday roast when two dine. 

Every Sunday throughout January when 
you order a Sunday roast. 

Ts and Cs apply. 
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aiiee bteinrea Tinas music increaiDvrreeina 


Andy Welch talks to the singer about her new EP and making the transition from acting to singing.... 


H AILEE Steinfeld was just 
13 when she landed a 
Best Supporting Actress 
nomination at the 2011 
Oscars. 

Her response to the news? 

“Being cast in such an incredible 
film was an award in itself,” the ever 
modest star insisted. 

By then, she was already five years 
into her career - and today, at 19, 
she’s a veteran. Now she’s launching 
a music career, too. 

While conducting interviews to 
promote her debut EP, Haiz, she’s on 
the set of her latest film, in Vancou¬ 
ver. Besties, in which she’s starring 
alongside Woody Harrelson, will 
have finished filming by the time you 
read this. 


Ms Steinfeld is currently on the Jin¬ 
gle Ball Tour around major cities in 
the US. 

“I won’t lie, I lose track of where I 
am,” she admits. 

“With the promo and travel, I don’t 
know what’s happening. Movies 
aren’t so bad because you’re stationed 
in one place for a while and that’s 
good, but music, I’m all over the 
place. But I love being busy. It’s cer¬ 
tainly better than the alternative.” 

While she has been singing since 
she was very young - film fans will 
have seen her earlier this year in 
Pitch Perfect 2 playing newcomer 
Emily - she didn’t perform on stage 
until much more recently. 

While most aspiring artists re¬ 
count their stage debut in the up- 



TALENTED: Hailee Steinfeld’s EP 
is out now 


stairs room of a local pub, in a youth 
choir or karaoke, Ms Steinfeld’s first 
time on stage was in front of 20,000 
people at the iHeartRadio Festival at 
the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 

“I got to perform with Shawn 
Mendes, one of my favourite artists, 
and I performed my single Love My¬ 
self. It was a surreal experience, peo¬ 
ple singing a song of mine back to 
me,” she said. 

She says her music career got going 
when she met with the people at Uni¬ 
versal subsidiary Republic Records in 
New York around a year ago. 

That led to four or five months of 
meetings, writing sessions and days 
in the studio, the results of which can 
be heard on her EP. 

She’s recording her debut album, 


which she hopes will be released in 
the spring, and enjoys the contrasts 
between that and acting. 

“It’s constantly changing and 
evolving, and that’s something really 
different to films,” she says. 

“It’s a place where I’m allowed to 
express whatever’s on my mind and 
not be ashamed or afraid of it. 

“It’s all usable. 

“I’m able to go into that environ¬ 
ment, can look however I want, be 
vulnerable, be open, and encouraged 
to be so. 

“It’s incredibly freeing,” she contin¬ 
ues, “and very different to acting 
where you’re given lines and get in¬ 
structions on how to act.” 

Hailee Steinfeld’s debut EP Haiz is 
out now. 


Picture of Dorian Grey 

A STAGE adaptation of literary legend 
Oscar Wilde’s novel The Picture of 
Dorian Grey will be performed in Maidstone 
early next year. 

The production will be on stage at the 
Hazlitt Theatre on January 15, 2016. 

Tickets to the show are £15 and the 
performance starts at 7.30pm. 

For more information, or to book tickets, 
you can visit www.parkwoodtheatres.co.uk. 


Comedy star on stage 

I COMEDIAN Jethro will be performing 
in Folkestone. 

The comedy star will be taking to the stage 
at the Leas Cliff Hall on February 17, 2016. 

The performance will be starting at 
7.30pm. 

Tickets to the show are £24.15 or £21.25 for 
theatre card members. 

For more details, you can visit www. 
atgtickets.com/folkestone. 


Let It Be is performed 

BRINGING the hits of The Beatles to the 
stage, musical show Let It Be will be 
performed at the Churchill Theatre, Bromley, 
from January 25 to 30. 

The show features hits including Yesterday, 
Come Together and Hey Jude. 

Performances will take place at 2.30pm 
and 7.30pm. 

For further details, visit www.atgtickets. 
com/bromley. 


A love of bad reviews 

RESTAURANT critic Jay Rayner will be 
giving a talk at the Folkestone Quarter- 
house on February 5, 2015, at 7.30pm. 

In My Dining Hell, Mr Rayner will explore 
why people like bad reviews of restaurants, 
and looks at the worst reviews that his own 
work has ever received. 

The talk is suitable for those aged 14 and 
over. To book tickets, call the box office on 
01303 760750. 
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Builders 


Your local Builder in Dover and Canterbury 

www.kent-builders.biz • email: kentbuildersl@gmail.com 

/ * Free Estimates 

a All Property Maintenance, All types of House Repairs, Roofing, 
w Extensions, Joinery, Painting & Decorating 


CALL US NOW for your free estimate 
1 1^8006122706 U: 07401590336' 
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KITCHEN 


(CANDY SHEPHERD^ 

""""designer ltd 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY: 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 


I’- <*.v 

Fttf TflUM 


Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICES 

Rewires, alterations, 
aerials, alarms, FREE 
quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 

For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


m|ceic ml 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


KEiB 

DOMESTIC 

INSTALLER 


Broome Park Golf Club I Barham, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT4 6QX 


HALF PRICE 
GREEN FEES 

I Monday Wednesday Friday After 10:30 
(Please ring the Pro Shop for availability 

01227 831126 


Contact us on 01227 830728 
or see website for further details 

www.broomepark.co.uk 


Text BROOME to 67000 
for a chance to WIN a 
round of golf 
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Attenborough has reef encounter 



ADVENTURE: Australia’s Great Barrier Reef 


TRAVEL REVIEW: Australia 

by Sarah Marshall 


E XPLODING in the dark¬ 
ness, thousands of astral 
flecks dance and sparkle, 
forming brilliant clusters 
like galaxies in the night 
sky. Alien shapes float past me as I 
hang weightlessly, freed temporarily 
from the constraints of gravity and 
suspended above a world which I 
struggle to identify as my own. 

Only when I hoist my head out of 
the salty seawater and fill my lungs 
with air do I finally return to reality. 

Above, stars beam brightly from 
another universe but just metres be¬ 
low, in a liquid underworld, there’s an 
even more extraordinary spectacle to 
behold. I’m lucky enough to be wit¬ 
nessing coral spawning, a mass re¬ 
production which happens only once 
a year around the time of a full moon. 

Guided by torchlight, I’m snorkel¬ 
ling along Australia’s Great Barrier 
Reef, where millions of coral polyps 
are simultaneously releasing egg and 
sperm bundles in what resembles an 
underwater meteor shower. Eventu¬ 
ally they will rise to the surface and 
fertilise, then sink to the ocean floor 
to become part of the largest natural 
structure on Earth. 

Measuring 2,600km long, made up 
of 3,000 coral reefs and hosting more 
than 1,600 species of fish, the Great 
Barrier Reef is, according to natural¬ 
ist Sir David Attenborough, “one of 
nature’s greatest wonders”. 

The wildlife enthusiast first dived 
here in 1957, and almost 60 years 
later he’s completed a three-part se¬ 
ries due to be screened on BBC One 
this Christmas. Travelling on board 
56m research vessel Alucia and using 
a Triton submersible, he took part in 
the deepest dives ever attempted on 
the Barrier Reef. 

During a three-week filming sched¬ 


ule, he visited Lizard Island, a remote, 
granite continental island 33km off 
the Queensland coast, where I’m for¬ 
tunate enough to be experiencing the 
remarkable coral spawning. 

After a 50-minute flight from 
Cairns in a Cessna light aircraft, 
stingray-shaped Lizard and neigh¬ 
bouring smaller islands (part of the 
Lizard Island Group) come into view, 
with turquoise ribbons fringing each 
land mass. From above, it’s easy to 


identify the damage wreaked by two 
cyclones in 2014 and earlier this year, 
when almost 85% of vegetation was 
lost. Following a major refurbish¬ 
ment, the island’s only hotel, the up¬ 
scale Lizard Island Resort, reopened 
in June, allowing tourists the oppor¬ 
tunity to explore this protected Na¬ 
tional Park. 

To get my bearings, I hike to the is¬ 
land’s highest point, Cook’s Look, fa¬ 
mously scaled by explorer Captain 


James Cook in 1770, as he searched 
for a safe passage through the sur¬ 
rounding shoals. I set off on the three- 
hour round trip at 6am to escape the 
searing heat, making my way 
through a mangrove swamp and 
scrambling across steep boulders 
sprouting kapok trees between crev¬ 
ices. Yellow-spotted monitors - who 
inspired Captain Cook’s choice of 
name for the island - skulk timidly 
into the shade, as trilling, yellow-bel- 


TRAVEL FACTS 


SARAH Marshall was a guest 
of luxury Australia specialist 
Bridge and Wickers. 

They offer a tailor-made 
10-day Lizard Island and 
rainforest stay from £3,785 per 
person. 

For more information about 
what is included in the price 
and trips available you can 
call 020 3642 8551 or alterna¬ 
tively you can visit them at 
www.bridgeandwickers .co .uk. 


lied sunbirds compete with the con¬ 
stantly whistling wind, while flitting 
through wispy fronds of purple kan¬ 
garoo grass. 

From 360m above sea level, I try to 
pick out Lizard’s 24 white sand beach¬ 
es, seeping into the South Pacific 
Ocean and the Coral Sea. 

The resort can arrange trips to the 
pristine outer reef, where dive sites 
include Cod Hole and the ominous 
sounding Snake Pit, although these 
are not daily. In fact, anyone wanting 
to scuba dive should plan to stay for at 
least three or four nights, to allow 
rest periods before and after flights. 

Short on time, my boyfriend and I 
use a motorised dinghy boat to ex¬ 
plore the island’s shallow fringing 
reefs and go snorkelling. “People say, 
‘What is the most magical thing you 
saw in your life; the most magical mo¬ 
ment?’,” says Attenborough in the 
first episode of his new Great Barrier 
Reef programme, due to air in late De¬ 
cember. “I always say, the first time I 
put on a mask and went below the 
surface and moved in three dimen¬ 
sions with just the flick of my fin.” 

Those words resonate with me as I 
immerse myself in another awesome 
world, where time is quickly forgotten 
as minutes slip easily into hours. 


Film Review by Damon Smith 




SNOOPY AND CHARLIE 
BROWN: THE PEANUTS 
MOVIE 

(U, 93 mins) Animation/Family/ 
Comedy/Drama 

IF unabashed sweetness is your 
weakness then you will be 
completely helpless in the com¬ 
pany of Snoopy And Charlie 


Brown: The Peanuts Movie. 

Written by Craig and Bryan 
Schulz, the son and grandson of 
Charles M Schulz, Steve Martino’s 
film marries the old-fashioned, 
wholesome sensibilities of the 
syndicated comic strips with 
state-of-the-art computer anima¬ 
tion. The episodic nature of the 
script suggests that several bitesize 
adventures for the titular pooch and 
his self-doubting master have been 
sandwiched together and passed 
off as a fluid narrative. 

It’s candy floss filmmaking: 
colourful, sugary and easily 
digested, expertly spun out of hot 
air by a vast team of talented 
animators, who have managed to 
replicate familiar character designs 
in shiny 3D. The Peanuts Movie is a 
big, heady whiff of nostalgia. 

It’s hard to resist the innate 
charm and vulnerability of Charlie 
as he laments his inability to talk to 
the new girl at school (“I just came 


down with a serious case of 
inadequacy! ”) and searches for 
inspiration in a self-help book 
entitled 10 Ways To Be A Winner. 

Everyone loves a trier. 

Charlie Brown, voiced by Noah 
Schnapp, faces his nemesis - the 
Kite-Eating Tree - and once again 
comes off second best to Mother 
Nature. 

“You’ll never get that to fly. Why? 
Because you’re Charlie Brown!” 
snorts Lucy, who is voiced by 
Hadley Belle Miller. 

The luckless lad refuses to be 
downhearted. 

Soon after, a Little Red Haired 
Girl, voiced by Francesca Capaldi. 
moves in across the street with her 
family and Charlie develops the 
most terrible crush. 

“She’s not that pretty,” grumbles 
Lucy dismissively. 

Unable to talk to his new neigh¬ 
bour, even with the encouragement 
of Snoopy, voiced by Bill Melendez, 


or his chums Peppermint Patty, 
Linus and Pig-Pen, Charlie resolves 
to catch the girl’s eye by winning 
his school’s talent competition. 

His plan goes awry and he 
becomes the laughing stock of the 
school. Subsequent attempts to win 
the affection of the Little Red Haired 
Girl by learning to dance, and 
writing a school report on “Leo’s 
Toy Story by Warren Peace” also 


end in humiliation. 

Meanwhile, Snoopy daydreams 
about becoming a First World War 
fighter plane pilot and protecting 
his pooch sweetheart Fifi from the 
notorious Red Baron. 

As dogs of war go, he’s irre¬ 
pressibly cute. 

Snoopy And Charlie Brown: The 
Peanuts Movie is a delightful, 
gossamer thin diversion. 
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By Kate Whiting 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A RTIFICIAL trees may be 
convenient, more cost- 
efficient - not to mention 
the fact that they don’t 
shed pine needles and re¬ 
quire endless vacuum-cleaning or 
sweeping as a result - but can any¬ 
thing beat the magic of the real thing? 

There’s the excitement and ritual of 
picking your tree and driving it home, 
the gorgeous festive scent, and how 
wonderful it looks all lit up and deco¬ 
rated. But, for some, real Christmas 
trees do have a very big downside... 

The festive centrepiece is harbour¬ 
ing mould, which could be making 
you unwell. And the longer your tree 
is up, the worse you could feel. 

As many as a third of Brits - 35 per 
cent - suffer from an increase of hay 
fever-like symptoms at Christmas, 
with real Christmas trees causing 
most of the problems, according to a 
recent poll for Prevalin Allergy. 

Dubbed ‘Christmas tree syndrome’, 
symptoms include itchy nose, watery 
eyes, wheezing, coughing, chest 
pains, lethargy and insomnia - and it 
can even lead to life-threatening 
pneumonia, in rare serious cases. 

Scientists from Upstate Medical 
University, part of the State Universi¬ 
ty of New York, discovered the condi¬ 
tion after they saw an increase in res¬ 
piratory problems in the weeks 
leading up to and shortly after De¬ 
cember 25. 

When they analysed pine needles 
and bark from 28 Christmas trees, 
they found 53 cases of mould, which 
releases spores that can trigger aller¬ 


gic reactions in people who are sus¬ 
ceptible. 

While the mould is naturally oc¬ 
curring, the process of bringing the 
tree inside creates the perfect envi¬ 
ronment for it to grow. Another study 
found that after two weeks of being 
on display, the number of airborne 
mould spores coming from a Christ¬ 
mas tree increases from 800 per 35 


cubic-feet to 5,000. 

Not everybody will experience 
symptoms, or any ill effects, when ex¬ 
posed to these mould spores. Like all 
allergies, the reaction occurs because 
somebody is personally susceptible, 
so ‘Christmas Tree Syndrome’ will 
only be a problem for those who expe¬ 
rience such allergic reactions. 

Dr Lawrence Kurlandsky, who con¬ 


ducted the Upstate Medical Universi¬ 
ty research, said at the time: “If you 
and your children don’t have any ob¬ 
vious allergies, then it is probably not 
going to bother you.” 

Concerned that you or your family 
might be affected? Max Wiseberg 
suggests hosing down your tree be¬ 
fore taking it into the house or getting 
an artificial one out of storage, to try 


and get rid of some mould and spores. 

“You should also take care when 
decorating the tree, or again get some¬ 
one else to do it, as allergens will be dis¬ 
turbed as you move the tree into posi¬ 
tion and move the branches to hang the 
baubles and add the lights,” he added. 

“Putting up the tree as late as pos¬ 
sible will help minimise the risk, 
whilst an air purifier may also help.” 
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Speed limit road 
confusion 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 


Dreamland’s 
lack of vision? 



Spare a thought for truckers and 
their health and their wellbeing 



Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


I HAVE just been speeding! I do not 
usually speed along this road, in fact 
I drove along at the same speed as I 
have done for nearly five decades and 
I was not speeding then. 

The stretch of road I am talking 
about is the A28 dual carriageway 
from the St Nicholas-at-Wade 
roundabout to the start of the 40mph 
limit on entering Birchington. 

This has probably not altered 
since it was built in the 1930s as 
part of the new ‘arterial’ road 
network, that was being construct¬ 
ed over the whole country. 

There are no additional junc¬ 
tions or hazards, just wide open 
fields either side. 

KCC have decided that this dual 
carriage has to be downgraded 
from the national speed limit of 
70mph to 50 mph. Is this because 
a cabbage may uproot itself and 
run across the road? 

Or, is it because KCC is spending 
about £10 million on new digital 
speed cameras and needs the cash 
from selling Speed Awareness 
Courses to pay for these new 
cameras? 

Was there any protest from 
ruling Thanet Ukip councillors, if 
not, then they have not read their 
own election manifesto! 

Terry Hudson, 

Whitstable 

We risk missing 
great talent 

EVERYWHERE, all around us, 
talent abounds. Talent we cannot 
see and of which we are largely 
unaware. 

It manifests itself in various 
ways, but in particular within the 
area of young people who, mainly 
due to their suffering from 
Asperger’s Syndrome, are over¬ 
looked or deliberately ignored 
when it comes to selection for a 
position and weighing up of talent. 

These young people - or not so 
young as they become subject to 
the passing of years, as are we all 
- find themselves constantly 
between two stools - that of ability 
and that of selection. 

As a country we are seemingly 
unaware of, or else deliberately 
dismissive of, the vast range of 
talent which we either ignore or 
dismiss - to our shame and our 
detriment. 

What priceless value we are 
losing; what wasteful reserves of 
energy and knowledge are lost to 
us, all because we are unwilling to 
utilise our reserves of knowledge 


I REFER to your article ‘Green light 
for more clamping power on illegally 
parked lorries’ (KoS 13/12). 

Unfortunately, it appears those 
people and organisations 
mentioned are blissfully ignorant 
of the extreme difficulties truckers 
face daily, that can and do 
adversely affect their health and 
wellbeing and, indirectly, that of 
other road users. I imagine such 
folk are likely to be prominent 
among those that whine when 
they find shelves in shops empty 
due to the fact lorry drivers have 
been unable to complete their 
deliveries efficiently and on time! 

The road haulage industry has 
expanded markedly over the last 
100 years but, in contrast, essential 
facilities for drivers (ie lorry parking 
and transport cafes) have largely 
disappeared or have, perhaps, been 
replaced by ‘fast-food’ outlets like 
McDonalds etc. Thus, toilets and 
parking facilities for truckers using 
the trunk and county road system, 
especially those driving large rigs, 
are often difficult to find. There is 
also the very important and 
relevant issue of compliance with 
driver regulations and rest periods. 

Consequently, due to the totally 

contained within these people, 
many of them young, 

And why? Clever as they so often 
are, they are often unable to speak 
up for themselves, and sometimes 
have come to accept this situation as 
normal. Given the opportunity, they 
will burst forth as buds in spring, 
surprising us all with their wealth of 
knowledge and ability, and shaming 
us with the path we have hitherto 
compelled them to take. 

It is not too late to look around 
and give value to the talent we 
have in this country - to weigh and 
balance it against our needs, and 
to enjoy a flourishing economy and 


inadequate provision of public toilets 
and suitable lorry parking, the 
hinterland of many lay-bys 
alongside trunk and county roads, 
where numerous truckers pee and 
defecate, are now seriously 
contaminated such that public 
sector operatives have to frequently 
carry out the very difficult and 
unpleasant task of removing 
human waste! This situation makes 
one feel ashamed to be British 
As a specialist property 
developer, I believe it is essential to 
create many more strategically 
located Trunk Road Service Areas 
that provide adequate secure 
parking for lorries throughout our 
highway network. 

Both potential solutions would 
contribute towards eliminating 
the degrading practices that are 
evident at virtually any lay-by. 

Clearly, these problems can no 
longer be ignored: the Govern¬ 
ment, Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ships and Local Authorities must 
make it a priority to provide 
adequate funding to rid the 
countryside of this inevitable 
public nuisance. 

Raymond A Bulpit, 
via email 

environment as a consequence. 

David Alston, 

Shortlands 

Let’s not forget 
real Christmas 

AS Christmas becomes more and 
more commercialised we must hold 
fast to the simple, beautiful and true 
meaning of it, the birth of Jesus. 

Oh Holy Night is what Christmas 
is really about. 

Mary McNulty, 

Brenchley 


SO Dreamland is suffering from a 
£2.9million crisis? Not surprising 
if one places all one’s money 
without any vision or formula. 
Especially if you then blame the 
Scenic Railway for the problem. 

The reality in the theme park 
world is adaptability and vision 
with fun and attraction value. 

Dreamland has failed to present 
or provide any of these. They say too 
many cooks spoil the broth; well 
they have no excuses because they 
were told yet they chose to ignore. 

Being one of just four consult¬ 
ants engaged on the only true 
£50m theme park in Turkey years 
ago, I know what works and I saw 
how one kills a perfectly viable and 
profitable park. 

As for placing their hope on the 
Frosted Fairground, I can only say 
good luck because Thanet will need 
it especially if that’s all they’ve got. 

Derek Packham, 

Deal 

We’ll park where 
we can, thanks 

I WOULD just like to point out to 
John Groves that as long as it is legal 
to park in his road and a driver has 
his car taxed and insured he is 
perfectly entitled to park there. 

You might own an expensive 
house but you don’t own the road. 

Colin Winchester, 
Dartford 

Parking letter is 
just a big joke 

JOHN Groves’ complaint in his 
letter that “it should never be legal 
to park outside someone else’s 
home” is laughable, impractical 
and nonsense. 

He mentions that he has bought 
“an expensive house” and so 
presumably lives in an area where 
there are garages, drives and 
homes with plenty of space set well 
back from the pavement. 

What about the rest of us paupers 
who have to live in terraced streets 
with no allocated parking? You’re 
lucky if you can find room for one 
car on the street you live in 
sometimes, so parking it outside 
someone else’s house is pretty much 
the only course of action. 

If that is all Mr Groves has to 
worry and complain about, he’s 
very fortunate indeed. 

Martin Caley, 
Gravesend 



Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2 ) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3 ) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4 ) Not be overly sensational. 

5 ) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7 ) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 


people living in the county. 

9 ) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10 ) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 
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Dunorlan Park, 
Tunbridge Wells 

by Guy Gentry 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk, or post it to Archant KOS 
Media, Images of Kent, Kent 
House, 81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 
Note: all digital images must be 
no less than 200dpi. 

Please note, our relationship with 
MyFerryLink has now come to an 
end. We thank them for their long 
support. 



GISELLE AND 
THENUTCftACKER 

T1JE19 SAT 21 JANUARY 


ANNIE 

STARRING LESLEY JOSEPH 
MON 25 SAT3QJAN 


THE 39 STEPS 
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DARTFORD 

ORCHARD THEATRE 


Vote for Fergus Wilson 

Advertisement Paid for by Fergus Wilson 


FED UP WITH OPERATION STACK? 


MICHAEL POPTILLO 

LA* A SAME CrTmHMVtS 
SLIP! y F-E|tRUARY 


CHCK WHITTINGTON 

STARRING SHANE HICHIE 
ON NOW UNTIL SUN 3- JAN 
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WHEREVER IT TAKES YOU 



ALL-NEW MAZDA MX-5 


0% APR* REPRESENTATIVE 

WITH 50% DEPOSIT ON MAZDA CONDITIONAL SALE 

Going back to its roots, all-new Mazda MX-5 
embodies everything this iconic car is famous 
for and more. Experience outstanding agility 
and driving dynamics combined with thrilling 
rear wheel drive, whilst enjoying the latest 
in-car connectivity. 



wazaa 


For more information or to book a test drive 0 call Canterbury Mazda today on 01227 783400. 

Canterbury Mazda 

Vauxhall Road, Canterbury, Kent CT11HD 
01227 783400 www.canterbury-mazda.co.uk 



The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) for the all-new Mazda MX-5 range: Urban 30.4 (9.3) - 35.8 (7.9). Extra Urban 51.4 (5.5) - 57.6 (4.9). 

Combined 40.9 (6.9) - 47.1 (6.0). C0 2 emissions (g/km) 161 -139. 

The mpg figures guoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results obtained through laboratory testing. These are provided for comparability purposes only and may not reflect your actual driving results. 

Retail sales only, subject to vehicle availability for vehicles registered between 22.12.15 and 31.03.16 at participating dealers. T&C apply. *0% APR finance available on all all-new Mazda MX-5 models over 12,24 & 36 months. You will not own the vehicle until all payments are made. 

Finance subject to status. 18s or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. Mazda Financial Services RH11SR. Model shown: all-new Mazda MX-5160ps Sport Nav, OTR from £23,295. Model shown features optional Soul Red Metallic paint (£660). OTR price includes VAT, number plates, deli 
12 months' road fund licence, first registration fee, 3 year or 60,000 mile warranty and 3 years’ European Roadside Assistance. Details correct at time of going to print. “Test drives subject to applicant status and availability. Not available in conjunction with any other offer unless specified. 

John Parker & Son Ltd, trading as Canterbury Mazda is a credit broker not a not a lender for this financial promotion. We can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. 



Enhancing performance with uprated suspension and brakes, the Alfa Giulietta Sprint Speciale offers an even more intense driving sensation. Unique design features such as 
the 17"five hole design alloy wheels with dark chrome finish, sports rear dam and side skirts, integrate seamlessly with the engineerings continue Alfa Romeo's tradition of 
creating beautiful cars that are built to be driven. Available for just £269 per month* with a £2,500 Alfa Deposit Contribution! Book a test drive today. 


Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB MultiAir 150 hp Sprint Speciale incl. Special Paint at £510 Representative Example 


On the Road Price* 

£23,830 

Customer Deposit 

£3,009 

Monthly Payments 

£269 

Total Amount Payable by Customer 

£21,837 

Rate of Interest (Fixed) 

1.02% 

Alfa Deposit Contribution 

£2,500 

Amount of Credit 

£18,321 

Optional Final Payment (inc. £10 fee) 

£6,185 

Duration of Contract (months) 

48 

Representative 

1.0% APR 


NORTHGATE CANTERBURY 1 WESTMINSTER ROAD, CANTERBURY, KENT CT11YY. 
TEL: 01227 208660 WWW.NORTHGATE-GROUP.CO.UK 



Model shown: Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB MultiAir 150 hp Sprint Speciale incl. Special Paint at £510, OTR £23,830. Range of official fuel consumption figures for the Alfa Giulietta range: Urban 29.7 - 60.1 mpg (9.5 - 4.7 l/100km); Extra Urban 54.3 
- 88.3 mpg (5.2 - 3.2 l/100km); Combined 41.5 - 74.3 mpg (6.8 - 3.8 l/100km). C0 2 emissions 157 - 99 g/km. Fuel consumption and C0 2 figures are obtained for comparative purposes in accordance with EC directives/regulations and may 

not be representative of real-life driving conditions. Personal Contract Purchase. *Promotion available on Alfa Giulietta 1.4 TB MultiAir 150 hp Sprint Speciale incl. Special Paint at £510 registered by 31 December 2015. tAlfa Deposit Contribution only available in conjunction with Alfa Romeo Preferenza PCP. 
With Alfa Romeo Preferenza you have the option to return the vehicle and not pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed annual mileage (a charge of 6p per mile for exceeding 6,000 miles per annum in this example) and being in good condition. Finance subject to status. Guarantees may be 
required. Terms and Conditions apply. At participating Dealers only. Alfa Romeo Financial Services, PO BOX 4465, Slough, SL1ORW. We work with a number of creditors including Alfa Romeo Financial Services. 
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By Steve Loader 

editoriaUg)kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Ilk 




KoS CAR OF THE YEAR: Four generations on, the Mazda roadster uprates its 
awesome reputation for delivering the most driving fun, pound for pound... 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


M AZDA’S MX-5 roadster is already 
short-listed for European Car of the 
Year. 

But the result won’t be known 
until late February, so we’ve 
jumped the gun and already made it our star car 
of the year. 

It’s the fourth generation of the Japanese 
brand’s flag waver and evokes both Mazda’s past 
and future. 

The original MX-5 rescued the company’s im¬ 
age 25 years ago and the latest version showcases 
the brand’s brilliant Skyactiv technology - tuning 
driver enjoyment, boosting power to weight ratio, 
and slashing consumption and emissions. 

This has allowed the new Mk 4 MX-5 to echo 
the scale, weight and pleasure of the Mk 1, retain¬ 
ing that front engine/rear-driven balance, yet 
carrying the best tech and safety now demanded 
by consumers and legislation. 

More aggressive styling makes it look bigger in 
pictures, causing a quick mental re-calibration 
when viewing in the metal. 

But while you feel snug in the cockpit - a visual 
trick enhanced by door cappings curving inwards 
toward the facia - the car is as spacious as the 
previous generations, all of which were comfy 
enough for a long distance business trip, let 

East 


alone sporty expeditions or weekends away. 

As ever, the properly watertight soft top, can 
be raised and lowered easily and in seconds. 

The big question for buyers is: 129bhp 1.5-li- 
tre petrol or 158bhp 2.0-litre engine? The former 
is the essence of the original, while the latter is 
by far the most performance-orientated MX-5 to 


date - going a long way to silencing those ‘ 
not a ‘hairy-chested’ sports car” jibes. 

For the money (from £18,495) the 1.5 is best, 
though the latter does feel more grown up with 
its extra power and beefed up chassis. Either 
way, the best affordable sports car you can buy is 
even better value now. 
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With touchscreen navigation & climate control 


From £17,995 to £26,295 


RENAULT 


The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Renault KADJAR Dynamique Nav TCe 130 are: urban 41.5 (6.8); extra- 
urban 57.7 (4.9); combined 50.4 (5.6). The official C0 2 emissions are 126g/km. EU Directive and Regulation 692/2008 test environment figures. 
Fuel consumption and C0 2 may vary according to driving styles, road conditions and other factors. 

Price shown includes delivery to dealer, number plates, 20% VAT, 12-month government road fund licence and £55 first registration fee. Price shown is manufacturer's recommended retail price, 
which applies to vehicle shown when ordered by 31 December 2015 and registered by 31 March 2016. KADJAR shown has optional Flame Red Renault i.d. metallic paint, available at an additional £625. 


All-New 

Renault KADJAR 


Start living 




MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 


Westminster Road 
Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel 01227 389706 


Hilton Road 
Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test-drive 
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Seat's Mango city car works for Mil. 



SEAT Mii by Mango 
1.0 75PS 3dr 


Price: 

from £11,155 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★★ 

Best rival: 

Hyundai ilO 


town - it’s nice to have that option. 

Either way, the engine revs well; of 
course, it has the discordant ‘box of 
angry pheasants’ tone of a three- 
cylinder, but this is well damped and 
driving soon feels like fun, helped by 
a crisp gearchange and steering 
combination. 

The cabin is enormous, as much a 
masterpiece of cubic engineering as 
the original Mini, with excellent leg, 
head and elbowroom for such a small 
car. 

Nor is this room at the expense of 
boot space, which is phenomenal, so 
a spare wheel incurs little penalty on 
space. 

The dashboard is logical and 
stowage facilities generous and the 
Mango accoutrements give this Mii a 
suitably upmarket feel. 


SEAT’S city motor uses fashion card to trump many rivals for style, while playing 
to space and common sense strengths, writes Steve Loader... 


S EAT looked to have drawn 
the short straw with its Mii 
city car. 

After all, the car’s 
obvious rivals were the 
VW Up and Skoda Citigo, the trio 
having been cloned by their VW 
Audi parent group. 

The points of difference for the VW 
and Skoda were obvious: with the 
Up’s more upmarket badge and 
design tweaks making it stand out, 
while the Citigo had a great name for 
an urban runabout, plus the Czech 
brand’s value/customer satisfaction 
reputation. 

So, with the prestige and budget 
cards already taken, where was 
SEAT to go? It could hardly tout the 
little Mii’s sporting credentials, as 
with FR and Cupra halo versions of 
its other cars. 

The solution was to highlight the 
Mii as a fashion item a la MINI, in 
the form of ‘by Mango’ special 
editions - a clever tie-up with the 
Catalan fashion house. 

Of course, it’s fairly obvious which 
sex these particular Mii variants are 
aimed at, but that doesn’t mean they 
are exclusive, because anyone would 
like the essence of the Mii and its VW 
and Skoda sisters: space, practicality 
and driving fun within an incredibly 


compact exterior. 

Just what you want in a city car 
and possibly only matched by 
Hyundai’s ilO. 

Priced from £11,995 - though the 
Mii range starts from as little as 
£8,355 - the Mango line-up comes in 
three or five door format, with 
1.0-litre three-cylinder petrol power 


available as a 60PS (59bhp) or 75PS 
(74bhp) unit, both married to a 
five-speed manual gearbox - you 
must look elsewhere in the Mii 
line-up for an auto. 

The difference in price between 60 
and 75PS is a piffling £165 and the 
margin in fuel consumption 
negligible - 62.8 (combined mpg) 


versus 60.1 - especially in ‘real 
world’ motoring, and you would 
struggle to notice the performance 
difference in town. Road tax is zero 
with the 60PS too, whereas the 75PS 
attracts £20/year after year one. 

But I prefer the 75PS as tested 
here, for its greater refinement when 
the Mii stretches its little legs out of 



CITROEn 



FROM ONLY £99 PER MONTH ON PERSONAL LEASE 


Some cars have that little extra something. In the case of Citroen Cl, it's a reversing camera. Brilliant for getting in and out of tight spots in town. 
Add to this, superb agility and super-efficient engines that give you up to 74.3 mpg; a 7" touchscreen control centre and unique bi-tone colour 
palette, it's no wonder the Citroen Cl is as irresistible as it is. 


CReATive TecHNOLOGie 


El o< 



THAMES MOTOR GROUP 01892 256059 

NORTH FARM INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT, TN2 3EY www.thamesmotorgroup.co.uk 



MONZA 

NURBURGRING 
LE MANS 
TARGA FLORIO 
MONACO 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 




BACK IN 1949 CARLO ABARTH WANTED TO BUILD RACE-BRED ROAD CARS, WITH 
PERFORMANCE STEMMING FROM WEIGHT, TUNING AND CHASSIS SET-UP. TODAY, 
WE ARE STILL PRODUCING AGILE, PRECISE HANDLING CARS WITH MEAN LITTLE 
ENGINES. AND WERE ON YOUR DOORSTEP. BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY. 


THAMES MOTOR GROUP TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

North Farm Industrial Estate, Longfield Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3EY. 


W 


Tel: 01892 256079 

thamesmotorgroup.co.uk 
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i Kent on Sunday 

jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPHONE: 01233 653461 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



•4¥t 
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Finance Manager 

Co-educational Boarding School, Dover, Kent 

We have an exciting career opportunity in early 2016 for a Finance Manager 
in this unique and iconic setting. We are looking for a qualified CCAB 
Accountant or qualified by experience individual to ensure the smooth 
running of the Finance team. You will be responsible for the timely and 
accurate recording, processing, analysing of financial information. As 
Finance Manager you will require good organisational and communication 
skills, excellent IT knowledge and have worked in a similar environment 
but with solid experience in ledger reconciliation and processing a payroll. 
Knowledge of Sage accounts and working in a School or for a Charity would 
be an advantage. Salary: £30,000 to £33,000 pa dependant on experience. 

Closing date: midday 6th January, 

Interviews: week beginning 11th January. 

An application form & further details can be located on the School’s website 
www.doyrms.com , emailing reception@doyrms.com or 01304 245023. 

CVs will not be accepted. Notification will be sent via email. 

The School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Candidates must be 
willing to undergo child protection screening appropriate to the post including checks with 
past employers and an Enhanced Disclosure via the Criminal Records Bureau. 


JOBS MATCHED 
TO YOUR CV 



Local job 

search 

Local job 

found 


jobs24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 



local search 24 .CO. uk your trusted local directory 
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Sport 



SPORTING 2015: Kent 
welcomed the Aussies 
(main picture), new 
Gillingham boss Justin 
Edinburgh (right) and 
speed machine Adam 
Gemili (bottom right) 


2015 Review: Part One 


We take a look back at the best of sport in Kent between January and June 




By Tom Pyman 

tom.pyman@archant.co.uk 


THE year of 2015 began with a mouth¬ 
watering FA Cup tie, as non-league Do¬ 
ver Athletic entertained Premier 
League giants Crystal Palace at 
Crabble. 

Alan Pardew’s side were comforta¬ 
ble 4-0 winners courtesy of goals from 
Scott Dann, Kevin Doyle and Dwight 
Gayle, but the presence of the BBC 
Sport cameras and increased revenue 
will have done wonders for the Whites 
regardless, who went on to enjoy a 
solid season in the National League, 
ultimately finishing just outside the 
play-off places in eighth position. 

January also saw changes at Gilling¬ 
ham, as boss Peter Taylor was sacked 
following a poor run of form and re¬ 
placed by Justin Edinburgh. 

The former Tottenham star had an 
instant impact, guiding the Gills from 
a dangerous position just above the 
relegation zone when he took over, to a 
respectable mid-table finish of 12th in 
League One. 

Edinburgh had said following his 
appointment: “Exciting is the first 
word and it’s been a little bit of a long 
process but one where everyone has 
conducted themselves professionally 
and correctly. I’m delighted to be man¬ 
ager of the club and it’s another step up 
for myself on the ladder. 

There was significant success for 
Margate and Maidstone United, who 


FA CUP AT CRABBLE : Dover took 
on Crystal Palace in the FA Cup 
during January and snow queen Liz¬ 
zie Arnold (inset) won gold again 

onship campaign with defeat to Essex, 
and failed to register a win until May, 
creating something of a miserable 
mood around the county. 

However, perhaps ironically, this 
was significantly brightened by the 
visit of Australia, which created a real, 
positive buzz around the blend of old 
and new surroundings of the 
Spitfire ground. 

The Aussies, in their first match on 
English soil since jetting in to prepare 
for the Ashes, were clearly keen to en¬ 
sure their big names bedded in and a 
crowd-pleasing line-up saw skipper 
Michael Clarke lead out a team which 
included the likes of Mitchell Johnson, 


Shane Watson, Peter Siddle and Brad 
Haddin. 

There was success for Maidstone 
Rugby Club in May, as they were victo¬ 
rious in the RFU Intermediate Cup fi¬ 
nal, seeing off Bridgnorth on the hal¬ 
lowed turf at Twickenham. 

Both sides were unbeaten prior to 
the game, but Maidstone ran out 31-18 
winners, crowning an all-conquering 
season for the club. 

Head coach Paul Hathaway said af¬ 
terwards: “We came here knowing the 
pressure of the occasion on a lot of 
players was going to be immense, but 
we asked them to try and keep cool 
heads, try and keep control of the 
game and keep the tempo up and I 
couldn’t have asked for a better start.” 

Elsewhere, Tonbridge Athletic Club’s 
Tom Bosworth finished in the highest 
ever position by a British athlete in the 
men’s 20km at the European Race 
Walking Cup in Murcia, Spain with a 
time of 1:23:54, while American mus¬ 
cle took centre stage at Brands Hatch 
with the American SpeedFest III tak¬ 
ing over the Sevenoaks circuit. 

The first half of the year ended in 
heartbreak for Dartford sprinter Adam 
Gemili, though. 

Just moments after writing his name 
into the record books by becoming 
only the second British runner to ever 
clock up a sub-10 second 100m and a 
sub-20 second 200m after John Regis, 
he injured his hamstring at the Bir¬ 
mingham Grand Prix, ruling himself 
out of the World Athletics Champion¬ 
ships in Beijing. 


both gained promotion to the National 
League South following extraordinary 
campaigns. 

The Stones stormed to first position 
in the Isthmian League Premier, with 
Jay Saunders’ team claiming 98 points 
throughout the 46-game season. 

The title was effectively won at 
Champion Hill, home of Dulwich 
Hamlet, on April 18, with Maidstone 
drawing 0-0 and title rivals Hendon 
also drawing 0-0 away at Grays Ath¬ 
letic, inciting a pitch invasion of nearly 
1,000 travelling Stones fans, before it 
was officially clinched on home soil a 
week later with a 3-2 win over East 
Thurrock United. 

Terry Brown’s side, meanwhile, 
were victorious in the play-offs, as they 
beat Hendon 1-0 in the final courtesy 
of a Ryan Moss goal. 

In winter sport, West Kingsdown’s 
skeleton queen Lizzy Yarnold complet¬ 
ed a remarkable career grand slam of 
titles when she secured the World 
Championship crown in Winterberg, 
Germany to add to her Olympic, World 
Cup and European champion- ship 
titles. 

Meanwhile 
Chatham’s para- 
lymic champion 
Charlotte Evans 
was ruled out 
of guiding 
visually im¬ 
paired ski¬ 
er Kelly 
Gallagher 
in the 2015 
Para-alpine World 


Championships after suffering a con¬ 
cussion. 

The skier injured herself when col¬ 
liding with her partner during train¬ 
ing in Austria in March, as Gallagher 
clipped the back of Evans’ skis when 
following in her guide’s slipstream. 

Later that month, the injuries to 
Kent stars continued, as Sheppey- 
based MCE Insurance British 
Superbike champion Shane ‘Shakey’ 
Byrne suffered a smash during pre¬ 
season testing of his bike at Almeria in 
Spain. 

During the ride, the four-time cham¬ 
pion suffered what he described as a 
‘heavy’ crash in the final session of the 
day and was forced to undergo surgery 
ahead of the Superbike Championship 
beginning. 

April proved to be a busy month for 
Kentish outfit Ebbsfleet United, who 
announced plans to start work on a 
new stadium following a takeover by 
Kuwaiti businessman, Dr Abdulla Al- 
Humaidi before relieving manager 
Jamie Day of his duties, who was re¬ 
placed by Daryl McMahon. 

The Fleet ended up finish¬ 
ing eighth in the National 
League South, thus miss¬ 
ing out on a play-off spot 
and promotion. 

In cricket, Kent - 
who enjoyed the re¬ 
turn of Matt Coles 
to the club during 
the off-season - 
got off to a tricky 
start to their 
County Champi- 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: Twitter @KentSport f Facebook www.facebook.com/kentsport.3 

» Sport Shorts please email sports@kosmedia.co.uk or call Jamie Weir on 01233 653481 


Review... 
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